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■ REMEMBRANCE: 
The Rev Canon 
Stanlon, Canon of 
Westminster, far left, 
with Prince Charles, 
Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall, and Sir 
Stephen Lamport, 
Receiver General, 
during Saturday's VJ 
Day 70th anniversary 
memorial events in 
central London. 'We 
stand in awe of those 
who were tried in 
ways greater than we 
can imagine so that 
we would know 
peace,'said Dr Sam 
Wells, the vicar of St 
Martin's-ln-The 
Fields, as he 
perfectly 

summarised what VJ 
Day 70 was all about. 
REPORT AND MORE 
VJ DAY PICTURES, 
PAGES 13,14&15 
Photos REX Shutterstock 


IPs official! City’s 

never been safer 



...but half of us want to leave London 


NEW crime figures re¬ 
veal visitors to the West 
End have never had it so 
safe - but half of the res¬ 
idents of the capital are 
saying: “Em a Londoner, 
get me out of here!” 

Although official figures 
now place London as one of 
the world’s safest cities - 
ahead of Paris, New York and 
Beijing - almost 50 per cent of 
Londoners feel that their home 
town has become too expen¬ 
sive to live in and they want to 
move up North. 

The Mayor’s Office has an¬ 
nounced that crime in London 
continues to drop at a greater 
rate than in England and Wales 
as a whole, down 18 per cent 
since Mayor Boris Johnson 
took office. 

“Studies show that London 
is one of the safest holiday or 
business destination in the 


By Geoff Baker 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


world,” said a Mayor’s 
spokesman. “In the West End 
alone, all crime in the area has 
fallen by 34 per cent; theft has 
fallen by 49.2 per cent over the 
last year, and robbery has de¬ 
creased by 46.8 per cent. 

But although Londoners are 
now safer, half of the city’s 
population still want to pack 
their bags. A new survey into 
the UK’s best-loved cities by 
online retailers Zespoke has re¬ 
vealed that 49.2 per cent of 
Londoners would much rather 
live somewhere else. 

“This was a most surprising 
outcome of our study and a re¬ 
sult that sparks speculation as 
to whether the capital is still 
the dream destination it once 
was,” said a Zespoke 
spokesman. 

“With through-the-roof rent 


prices exacerbating the hous¬ 
ing affordability gap, large 
numbers of born-and-bred 
Londoners are now being 
priced out of the city - and the 
results of the survey suggest 
that many London locals aren’t 
happy to call the capital their 
home anymore.” 

But Londoners dreaming of 
making a new home far away 
don’t want to move out for a 
quieter life in the sticks - most 
of them want to uproot and 
head for the new “Northern 
powerhouse”. 

When asked where they 
would rather be than the capi¬ 
tal, 10.7 per cent said Glas¬ 
gow, 10.7 per cent said 
Manchester, 9.8 per cent said 
Edinburgh, 6.6 per cent said 
Newcastle and 3.7 per cent 
said Belfast. 

Only 1.2 per cent said they 
would like to live in Brighton 
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PLAN TO CREATE COMMUNITY GREEN HAVENS IS A SUCCESS, NATURALLY! 

Pick a pocket and enjoy the great outdoors 


A GREEN scheme launched by the Mayor 
of London Boris Johnson to create 100 
new pocket parks in the capital has been 
so successful there are plans to roll it out 
across the country. 

The Mayor this week confirmed he has deliv¬ 
ered his manifesto pledge to create 100 rejuve¬ 
nated spaces as part of his pocket parks 
programme in 26 London boroughs. 

From a rain garden in Vauxhall to a dinosaur 
playground in Hornsey and edible gardens along 
a south London bus route, more than 25 hectares 
of community land across the capital have been 
converted into new enhanced green areas, thanks 
to £2million of funding from the Mayor. This was 
match-funded from the boroughs, as well as 
grants from businesses and trusts. 

The programme to transform under-used urban 
spaces across the city into mini oases for London¬ 
ers to enjoy has been a roaring success and pro¬ 
posals to develop it nationwide are being 
considered by the government. 

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: 
“From what started as a green shoot in 2012, 
dozens of glorious spaces have sprouted up 
across almost every corner of the capital, offering 
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an oasis of calm from 
the hustle and bustle of 
city life. They may 
have been pocket-sized 
pieces of previously 
forgotten land, but they 
pack a real punch in 
what they now offer 
local people, thousands 
of whom have given 
up their time to make 
the capital greener and 
more resilient. It really 
underlines London’s 
status as one of the 
greenest world cities.” 

To celebrate the suc¬ 
cess of the programme, 
there is a free exhibi¬ 
tion at City Hall, which 
runs to 28 August and shares the stories and ex¬ 
periences of 11 people who helped create pocket 
park projects across London. 

Bridget and Menna Hyrd, who both helped 
recreate Nunhead Green in Southwark, which in¬ 
cluded a popular children’s play area, said: “This 
pocket park has made the place look so much 


nicer and made people feel much happier about 
where they live. It’s a place to bump into fami¬ 
lies; they use it as a meeting place. We just 
didn’t have that before. It’s given Nunhead a bit 
of a centre, a bit of a heart.” 

A small area in Churchward House, Lam¬ 
beth, received funding to install planters to 
compliment a nearby area planted with street 
trees, which has dramatically changed an area 
previously just a walkway between houses. 

Jenny Jefferies, of Churchward House, 
helped on the project. She said: “Gardens like 
these give everyone such a lift and make them 
feel good. I think there is a basic need to be 
among green things. People living in cities have 
fewer opportunities to be among plants, trees 
and flowers. 

“By making more gardens and planted trees, 
we are increasing everyone’s day-to-day contact 
with nature. It is relaxing and important to be in 
the open air in a garden or park, and it is cer¬ 
tainly good for our mental wellbeing.” 

Pocket parks are part of the Mayor’s wider 
plans to maintain London’s status as one of the 
greenest and leafiest cities. He has also deliv¬ 
ered 20,000 Street Trees along London’s most 
congested roads and funds tree and woodland 


projects via the Community Grant Scheme, 
which is engaging communities and volunteers 
across London. The Mayor leads the RE:LEAF 
partnership of organisations and through this 
partnership has delivered a range of projects, in¬ 
cluding planting 10,000 trees in Ealing last De¬ 
cember. 

■ Pocket parks are part of the Mayor’s London 
Great Outdoors programme to transform the 
public places we live in - high streets, town 
centres, parks, rivers and pathways - into vi¬ 
brant, loved places within our city. Since the 
programme began in 2009, over £250m has 
been invested in over 78 projects, divided into 
two key areas - better green and water spaces 
and better streets. 

This has included the transformation of 
Burgess Park, the restoration of rivers in parks 
in Barking, Croydon and Tottenham and the 
planting of 20,000 street trees across the city. 

■ A new campaign has been launched to pro¬ 
mote London Great Outdoors, which gives Lon¬ 
doners the opportunity to go online and find out 
more improvements to more than 200 public 
spaces. These areas have been plotted on a new, 
easy to use interactive map at 
www.london.gov.uk/outdoors 
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Students celebrate exam 
path to career ambitions 



■ PASS MASTERS: Westminster's Kingsway College students. 


• By GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


HUNDREDS of Westminster 
Kingsway College students are 
celebrating a successful year 
for the central London teaching 
centre. 

Approximately 500 A-Level stu¬ 
dents and 1550 BTEC, UAL and Ac¬ 
cess to HE students successfully 
completed their courses and will now 
be going on to top-rated universities 
across the country, into work through 
apprenticeships, or taking a gap year 
to volunteer abroad. 

Kim Caplin, Vice Principal, 14-19 
Pathways, at Westminster Kingsway 
College, said: “I’m delighted with the 
achievements of our students, they 
have done incredibly well. Many stu¬ 
dents are now going onto Russell 
Group universities such as Cambridge 
and Oxford. A number of students are 
also choosing to take the apprentice¬ 
ship route, with one of our students 
starting an apprenticeship with the 
Bank of England. 

“We are really pleased that our stu¬ 
dents are able to consider a full range 
of options for employment and we 
wish them all the very best in the fu¬ 
ture.” 

The college provided advice sta¬ 
tions throughout the King’s Cross 
Centre, where an expert team of 
learner consultants and careers advi¬ 
sors were available to guide learners 
through the clearing process and help 
them to take the next step into univer¬ 
sity or into their chosen career op¬ 
tions. 

Margaret Conde studied A-level bi¬ 
ology, chemistry and maths. Margaret 
surpassed her predicted grades, 
achieving two A grades and an A* 
grade. After college she will be pro¬ 
gressing to University College Lon¬ 
don where she will study BSc 
biomedical sciences. 

She said: “Westminster Kingsway 
College was the first college I applied 
to when I came to the UK from Spain 
and it was the best decision I have 
ever made. The college pushes us to 
achieve our potential and we get so 
much support both inside and out of 
the classroom. 


AS thousands of young Londoners 
with new A-level results are applying 
for university places this week, the 
Mayor of London is pushing for them 
to consider trying for an apprentice¬ 
ship instead. 

Mayor Boris Johnson is urging 
school-leavers to consider the benefits 
of getting an early foot on the jobs lad¬ 
der and money in their pockets - in¬ 
stead of taking a £27,000 student loan 
to cover three years at university. 

“The Mayor of London is remind¬ 
ing young Londoners that an appren¬ 
ticeship could potentially be a 
fantastic first step in their career,” said 
a spokesman. “Apprenticeships allow 


“The highlight of my time here has 
been the work experience opportuni¬ 
ties I got at University College Hospi¬ 
tal and Royal London Hospital. 
Having the chance to open my results 
live on Sky News will be an experi¬ 
ence I will never forget too!” 

Haroon Ali studied A-level eco¬ 
nomics, psychology and sociology. 
With top results in all three subjects, 


young Londoners to get into the 
labour market from day one and allow 
them to participate in London’s eco¬ 
nomic success, gaining a qualification 
while being paid and opening path¬ 
ways into numerous and diverse ca¬ 
reers. 

“More and more specialised and 
highly skilled apprenticeships are 
being offered each year in areas such 
as legal services, banking and engi¬ 
neering. Degree-level apprenticeships 
are already available in the Automo¬ 
tive and Digital industries and the 
Government is committed to rolling 
out many more degree apprentice¬ 
ships, allowing young people to com- 


Haroon has got a place at City Univer¬ 
sity to study BSc economics. 

He said: “My career goals would be 
to work in economic policy at the 
Treasury or other government depart¬ 
ments. I will have happy memories of 
my time at the college and especially 
my sociology class. I didn’t know we 
could have such fantastic teachers, our 
classes were very engaging and that 


bine the benefits of a world-class de¬ 
gree with an ‘earn while you learn’ ap¬ 
prenticeship.” 

The Mayor said: “I would like to 
see as many young Londoners as pos¬ 
sible getting onto the first rung of the 
career ladder by signing up for an ap¬ 
prenticeship programme. I urge each 
and every one of you clutching an A- 
level results statement to consider a 
path that will equip you with the skills 
and opportunities to excel.” 

The Mayor’s spokesman added: 
“As well as being a great career option 
for thousands of young Londoners, 
apprenticeships are proving to help 
London’s businesses and economy to 


made learning more exciting. My ad¬ 
vice to future students is to make the 
most of all your classes and be ready 
to use all the tools given to you to 
progress your learning.” 

Elouisa Hill studied BTEC per¬ 
forming arts: musical theatre. Ever 
since she was a little girl, Elouisa has 
known she wanted to be on stage. 
With a very high D* D* D grade, she 
will now progress to St Mary’s Uni¬ 
versity to study BA drama and theatre 
arts. 

She said: “I remember coming in to 
college for my interview and dance 
audition. From that moment, the col¬ 
lege automatically felt like home. I 
would love to work in the theatre es¬ 
pecially in musicals and cabaret. I 
have learnt so much from all the sup¬ 
port I received from college, including 
help with auditions, and can now face 
the future without any fear.” 

Meanwhile, Westminster City 
School in London is celebrating a 
bumper year of A-level results. Forty 
per cent of the overall grades are A*- 
B with 11 per cent of all students 
achieving straight A*/A grades. These 
results are a significant improvement 
on last year’s. 

Headmaster James Wilson said: “I 
am delighted with our students’ out¬ 
standing A-level results. They have 
secured places at top Russell Group 
universities, including Durham, Ex¬ 
eter, Edinburgh, Leeds and Manches¬ 
ter to study degree courses such as 
medicine, engineering, mathematics 
and politics.” 

Student Hamid Haider from 
Bayswater secured a place at Exeter 
University to read law. Hamid 
achieved an A in English, A in reli¬ 
gious studies and B in history. 

Head girl Norhan Hussein goes to 
Kings College University, London, to 
study pharmacy. The 18-year-old from 
Westminster received an A in chem¬ 
istry, A in maths and B in biology. 

Shivam Sethi will go to Kings Col¬ 
lege University London to study an 
extended medical degree following 
his fantastic A-level results. The 18- 
year-old from Pimlico received an A* 
in biology and A grades in chemistry 
and econoimcs. Shivam was also 
awarded the C L Oakley Prize for bi¬ 
ology during the school’s celebration 
of achievement evening. 


grow. They allow businesses to fill 
skills gaps with a motivated and qual¬ 
ified workforce, reduce training and 
recruitment costs, increase staff reten¬ 
tion and productivity, improve cus¬ 
tomer service results, and provide 
financial return on investment.” 

The Mayor’s Ambassador for 
Training and Enterprise, Tim Camp¬ 
bell, said: “Apprentices are hard¬ 
working, motivated people with the 
courage to find ways of learning new 
skills and earning money at the same 
time. Apprenticeships should be seen 
as an investment by employers. Where 
that investment is nurtured, the returns 
to the businesses are tremendous.” 


City’s safer... 
but more want 
to move north 

FROM PAGE 1 

and less than one per ent favoured 
Norwich. But Londoners who want to 
stay put will be pleased to hear that the 
Mayor has confirmed London's position 
as one of the safest big cities to visit in 
the world. 

Mr Johnson made the announcement 
when welcoming news that a service 
funded through the Mayor's Office for 
Policing And Crime, is to be located in 
Leicester Square to provide assistance to 
the"very small number" of the capital's 
18 million visitors who become victims 
of crime. 

The International Visitors Victim 
Service is the first of its kind in the UK, 
and with almost £100,000 of support 
from the Mayor's Office for Policing And 
Crime, is now operating across five 
central London boroughs. 

"The specialised team will be 
available through a mobile police kiosk 
in the West End 'Impact Zone', an area 
across Leicester Square and Piccadilly 
Circus in which the Metropolitan Police 
already have a huge presence, to help 
foreign visitors in the unlikely event they 
fall victim to thieves or any other crime," 
said a spokesman. 

"They offer free emotional and 
practical support including help with 
loss of travel documents, 
accommodation, medical treatment, 
accessing funds and translator services. 
The support service staff join a team of 
100 dedicated officers who patrol the 
West End area day and night in London's 
first'Impact Zone', which offers easily 
accessible help and support for visitors, 
while aiding crime prevention. 

"The service is now celebrating its first 
anniversary and it has already proved a 
great success, with overall crime in the 
area reduced by 34 per cent over the 
last year. 

Mr Johnson, said:"London is the 



■ SAFETY FIRST: Boris Johnson. 


greatest, and one of the safest, big cities 
on earth and we want to ensure it 
remains the very best visitor destination 
in the world. Our police officers do a 
fantastic job cracking down on crime 
and keeping our busiest tourist hubs 
trouble free. And this new service will 
offer an invaluable extra safety net for 
all of our international visitors, so they 
can get on and enjoy everything 
London has to offer." 

West End Police Inspector Matt 
Butterworth said:"Although crime 
continues to fall and Westminster is an 
extremely safe place to visit, we are not 
complacent.The partnership between 
us will enable those visitors to the West 
End who have been unfortunate to 
become a victim of crime to be 
supported and advised across a range of 
services according to their needs 
making this experience more positive 
for them." 

Following the successful introduction 
of the visitors victim scheme across 
Westminster, Lambeth, Kensington and 
Chelsea, Southwark and Camden, there 
are now plans to extend it to more 
boroughs across the capital. 



■ GREAT GRADES: Westminster's Kingsway College students. 


...and Boris says do an apprenticeship next 
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New choir 
sings: come 
and join us! 


By Geoff Baker 


A NEW community choir in south 
Westminster is hoping to hit the 
right note as it looks for local res¬ 
idents to join its ranks. 

The brand new adult commu¬ 
nity choir - the Joint Force 
Singers - brings together mem¬ 
bers of the armed forces, who are 
local to the south Westminster 
area, and civilians. The choir has 
been funded through The Armed 
Forces Community Covenant 
Grant Scheme, which was estab¬ 
lished to support the community 
covenant and to fund local proj¬ 
ects that bring together the civil¬ 
ian and armed forces 
communities. 

Singers of all abilities are en¬ 
couraged to get involved, with no 
audition or specialist music skills 
needed - the Joint Force Singers 
are about getting together with the 
community and singing some 
much-loved and popular songs. 

Joint Force Singers have an ex¬ 
citing year ahead of them as a 


new choir with plans to take part 
in a number of high profile events 
at well-known Westminster ven¬ 
ues, and the grand finale at The 
Guards Chapel, Wellington Bar¬ 
racks. 

Continuing the relationship 
with the local military commu¬ 
nity, concerts will be accompa¬ 
nied by musicians from the Corps 
of Army Music and will feature 
specially created works based on 
the music associated with the 
British military. 

Rowena Heale is from a family 
of serving personnel at Welling¬ 
ton Barracks and has recently 
joined the choir. 

She said: “I’m really excited 
about being part of Joint Force 
Singers; it’s not a ‘stuffy’ choir, 
it’s all about singing great songs 
and meeting new people in West¬ 
minster. I think Joint Force 
Singers will help us build a 
stronger community, the choir 
will be an enjoyable and fun ac¬ 
tivity for those posted to West¬ 
minster, and will also help to 
improve a service person's life, in¬ 


cluding their families. Even my 
17-year-old son has become a 
member of Joint Force Singers.” 

Ruth Walters, Westminster 
Music Library Manager and 
founder of the choir, said: 
“Singing in a choir is not only a 
relaxing and enjoyable activity, 
but also has great health benefits. 
Westminster Music Library will 
be working in partnership with 
local armed forces and commu¬ 
nity groups to bring people across 
Westminster together in song. We 
hope that involvement in Joint 
Force Singers will promote long- 
lasting friendships between our 
residents and serving personnel.” 

Westminster City Council, 
Lord Mayor Locum Tenens, Cllr 
Judith Warner, who attended a 
packed launch performance by the 
Joint Force Singers, at Westmin¬ 
ster Music Library last week said: 
“We are indebted to the contribu¬ 
tion the armed forces make in 
Westminster, and are proud to 
have a very close bond to the five 
per cent of our population who are 
currently or previously involved 
in the armed forces. We are ex¬ 
cited to not only grow our amaz¬ 
ing community of singers here in 
Westminster, but also to continue 
to grow our community spirit 
across all residents.” 

The choir will number up to 50 
adult members and rehearsals take 
place on Saturday mornings at 
Wellington Barracks, and are due 
to commence early next month. 
There is no cost to join and re¬ 
hearsal sessions are free. To find 
out more or to register, email 
jointforcesingers@gmail.com, or 
call Westminster Music Library 
on 020 7641 6200. 
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Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London's most 
outspoken entrepreneur 


Charlie 
Pipes Up! 



Why rush to university? 


T HIS period of economic recovery has 
brought with it much to be proud of, 
but I found myself banging my head 
against the wall when I saw that university 
numbers have swollen. 

After the financial crash and the subsequent re¬ 
cession, higher education was attacked from two 
flanks; budget cuts and the realisation that people 
with degrees in surfing won’t put the country on 
an even economic keel. 

However, after Thursday’s A-levels, the first 
results day to take place since the cap on univer¬ 
sity places in England was lifted allowing univer¬ 
sities to recruit as many students as they want to 
take, our hallowed halls of learning saw a three 
per cent rise in students being accepted for places. 

Don’t get me wrong, I am not completely anti 
higher education. We need scientists, engineers 
and surgeons and degree-level training is essential 
to make sure we have the best in the world. I just 
despair at this country’s continued obsession with 
university. 

One possible bright spot in this depressing tale 
is the fact that 48,000 of the near half a million 
going to university this autumn will be starting 
degrees in business studies. But the more I think 
about it, rather than creating entrepreneurs I have 
a horrible feeling that it will just 
see more students swapping 
their mortar boards and gowns 
for pin-striped suits and masks 
to become the next generation 
of City crooks. 

During the recession there 
was a conscious shift in thinking 
that the education this country 
was delivering was not prepar¬ 
ing our young people well 
enough for the world of work. In particular there 
was a lack of decent vocational education, which 
can be sculpted into a form to suit multiple pro¬ 
fessions and industries that delivers practical, job- 
related skills supported by respected 
qualifications. 

Up until recently, vocational training had been 
treated like the black sheep of the education fam¬ 
ily that no one wanted to talk about. It was the 
preserve of the supposed low achievers and 
naughty kids. Instead we told all our young peo¬ 
ple that unless they got a degree from a university 
they were probably going to fail in life. 

This makes no sense at all. We ended up with 
a country full of history and English graduates, 
but not enough plumbers, electricians and brick¬ 
layers. 

In the past six or seven years, however, there 


Until recently 
vocational 
training had been 
treated like the 
black sheep ^ 


has been an increasing focus on vocational train¬ 
ing. From a group of forward thinking politicians 
to business owners like myself, we have fought 
tooth and nail to get practical training, and in par¬ 
ticular apprenticeships, back on the agenda. 

We have had some level of success with the 
previous Coalition, but more significantly with 
the current Government, with its commitment to 
create three million more apprenticeships in the 
next five years as well as introducing a levy on 
large companies that will help fund apprentice¬ 
ship training. 

We can share in the spoils of the victory from 
this battle, but we are realistically no closer to 
winning the war. 

The PR apprenticeships have received in the re¬ 
cent years has had the positive effect of turning 
more young people onto vocational education. 
Our recruitment department can bear witness to 
this based on the large number of unsolicited ap¬ 
plications we receive every week. 

The downside is that our business, like the ma¬ 
jority in the UK, doesn’t have the resource to take 
on as many apprentices as we’d like. And this 
will only perpetuate the skills shortage, not solve 
it. 

This is why I am calling for a fully-funded, na¬ 
tionally-organised apprenticeship scheme, which 
means that every young person 
without a job or a further educa¬ 
tion place can continue their ed¬ 
ucation by doing an 
apprenticeship. No ifs, no buts, 
no half measures. This is what’s 
needed. And in a decade, such a 
scheme will put an end to unem¬ 
ployment and fast-track the UK 
economy back to the premier 
league, by deleting our skills gap. 

The debate surrounding this proposal often 
ends with concerns about cost and that the country 
will be landed with a big bill. But if apprentice¬ 
ships are truly part of the education mix, we 
should look at the whole system and slice up 
funding accordingly based on the needs of the 
economy and the country’s future and not univer¬ 
sities’ thirst for cash and young people’s mis¬ 
guided desire to earn a degree that will add no real 
value to the country. 

After all, kids at schools and sixth form col¬ 
leges have their A-levels paid for by the state. 
Why can’t apprenticeships be the same? If that 
was the case fewer people would do A-levels and 
go to university, which means we’re using the ed¬ 
ucation pound we already have in our pocket 
rather than trying to find more cash to pay for ap¬ 
prenticeships. 


Views expressed are those of the author and not necessarily those of this newspaper 
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Owner declares he’ll save pub 


PORTOBELLO’S land¬ 
mark KPH pub is to stay 
a pub, the owner has re¬ 
vealed. 

In a surprise announcement 
that may cheer the community, 
property developer Steven 
Archer has allayed local fears 
that the historic 150-year-old 
bar would be closed and turned 
into an estate agent’s. 

“I’m not closing down The 
KPH. The council wants it to 
stay a pub and so do I,” said Mr 
Archer, whose company SWA 
Developments has been locked 
in a long legal fight for vacant 
possession with the current 
leaseholder Patrick Burke and 
manager Vince Power. 

The legal tussle - which Mr 
Archer revealed has cost more 
than £600,000 - was ended last 
month when a judge ruled in 
his favour. Although the current 
KPH team are appealing, Mr 
Archer is confident of winning 
and he plans to start redecorat¬ 
ing and putting in a new man¬ 
agement team next month. 

“I’m planning a major refur¬ 
bishment of both the outside 
and inside of the pub. I may 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 

move the bar back away from 
the centre of the room and 
move the kitchen and toilets 
into the basement, to give it 
much more room and make it a 
really cool drinking establish¬ 
ment,” he said. 

Mr Archer, who bought the 
property in 2013, said he may 
seek planning permission to 
turn the upper floors of The 
KPH into residential flats or a 
restaurant and boutique hotel, 
but he completely dismissed 
alarm that the pub would close 
and an estate agent’s would be 
moving in. 

“I have had lots of offers on 
the building, including an offer 
of a lot of money from an estate 
agent, but it’s a lovely property 
and I’m going to keep it run¬ 
ning as a pub. I have a new 
manager lined up and the new 
KPH could be re-opened in 
mid-September.” 

The original Kensington 
Park Hotel was built in 1860, 
when there were still hayfields 
beyond the railway bridge. In 


the forties and fifties it was the 
local of Timothy Evans, who 
was wrongfully executed - and 
later pardoned - for the murder 
of his wife and child, crimes 
later attributed to another pub 
regular, the serial killer John 
Christie. The KPH features in 
the movie 10 Rillington Place 
that Richard Attenborough and 
John Hurt made about the infa¬ 
mous miscarriage of justice. 

Fears that The KPH would 
be closed down caused outcry 
from hundreds of residents in¬ 
cluding rock star Cerys 
Matthews and former Home 
Secretary Alan Johnson MP, 
along with CAMRA and the 
Portobello Cafe Society. 

Residents formed an action 
group, KPH United, and pres¬ 
sured Kensington and Chelsea 
Council to weigh in to block 
the feared change of use of one 
of West London’s favourite 
pubs by making it an Asset of 
Community Value. 

It is understood that Mr 
Archer has also had approaches 
from Fullers and Youngs re¬ 
garding the property. 

“I’m fielding interests at the 
moment, I want to see it grow 


Students ‘above average’ 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea’s 
education chief has praised the 
borough’s students and teach¬ 
ers for achieving “fantastic” A- 
level results. 

Overall the Royal Borough 
pupils were well above the na¬ 
tional average with 13 per cent 
gaining A* (the national aver¬ 
age is eight per cent), 45 per 
cent gaining A* and A grades 
(national average 26 per cent), 

76 per cent A* to B (national 
average 53 per cent) and 92 per 
cent A* to C (national average 

77 per cent). 

Councillor Emma Will, 
Kensington and Chelsea’s Cab¬ 
inet Member for Education, 
said: “This is a fantastic set of 
results with some really won¬ 
derful individual achievements 
amongst them. They are testa¬ 
ment to the dedication and pro¬ 
fessionalism of the teachers and 


the hard work of the students. I 
wish all the students leaving 
our schools to go on to univer¬ 
sity, or their first jobs, the very 
best of luck in the future.” 

It was good news for stu¬ 
dents at Holland Park whose 
results far exceeded national 
averages for a fifth consecutive 
year. Passes at grades A* to B 
were 73 per cent, passes at A* 
were 12 per cent and 93 per 
cent of students achieved 
grades A* to C. 

Three of the school’s stu¬ 
dents are Oxbridge-bound on 
the back of these results. One, 
Violet Smart, has been at the 
school from the age of 11 and 
has long been recognised as a 
student of remarkable ability. 

Her four A*s (in Geography, 
English, Design and Religious 
Studies) are all the more im¬ 
pressive given that Violet 


taught herself religious studies 
and has now chosen to read 
Theology and Philosophy at 
Christ Church College, Oxford. 

Omar Sabbagh, who is off to 
read Law at Cambridge, 
achieved As and A*s in all of 
his subjects: Mathematics, 
English and Religious Studies 
and his teachers at Holland 
Park are confident that he will 
be a formidable force at the bar 
in years to come. 

Future success seems likely 
as this year students taking AS 
exams have broken all records 
with more than 60 per cent 
achieving an A to B grade. 

Commenting on Holland 
Park School’s results Deputy 
Head, Nicholas Robson, said: 
“Students achieved superbly 
well this year, winning enviable 
university places and scoring 
record-breaking grades.” 



■ SAVED: The KPH pub. 


organically into something fabu¬ 
lous. It may be that there is inter¬ 
est from a leisure operation, for 
possibly a boutique hotel and a 
restaurant upstairs, but the 
ground floor will definitely re¬ 
main a pub. I live in the area and 
frankly it was not a nice option 
to have an estate agent’s or a cof¬ 
fee shop put in there.” 

Mr Archer said the legal fight 
over the future of the pub had 
been “a very stressful two 
years”. 


KPH United campaigners 
claimed that the two years of lit¬ 
igation had cost £200,000, but 
Mr Archer said “it has cost me 
double that and I believe the 
other side must be in for around 
about £200,000; nobody wins in 
these situations and it has been a 
very expensive and long trial for 
both sides.” 

Unless Mr Power’s side wins 
the appeal, Mr Archer’s team is 
set to move in to start refurbish¬ 
ing The KPH from September 5. 
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Art of drawing at 
home of one of 
the masters 

THE craft of drawing and painting will be 
celebrated at Leighton House Museum 
during September when classes on 
landscape painting and life drawing will be 
held to complement a new exhibition 
featuring the works of artists from Lavender 
Hill Studios. 

Including workshops, life drawing sessions 
and lectures, the classes and talks will 
provide visitors with the opportunity to learn 
about the methods used by a long line of 
masters including Frederic, Lord Leighton, 
whose former home in Holland Park Road is 
now the museum. 

The exhibition - The craft of drawing and 
painting: celebrating tradition today - runs 
from Tuesday, September 1 to Friday, 

October 4 and brings together a broad body 
of work from delicate sketches and studies to 
life-size portraits, full colour landscapes and 
exquisite nudes. The collection showcases 
the work of established and aspiring artists 
and will give the public a thorough 
understanding of the artist's process thanks 
to detailed step-by-step explanations and 
accompanying paintings. 

Booking for the exhibition is not necessary 
and tickets cost £7 adults, £5 concessions, 50 
per cent off for National Trust members and 
free to holders of the National Art Pass. 

People wishing to take part in a class or 
talk should book and can email 
museums@rbkc.gov.uk for further details. 

■ Tuesday 8 September 6.30pm to 9pm: 
Panel discussion: Painting from life-why 
bother? Wednesday 12 September 10am to 
1 pm: Landscape workshop 

■ Saturday 16 September 1 lam to 3pm: 
Material workshop 

■ Tuesday 22 September 1 to 4pm: Life 
drawing 

■ Tuesday 22 September 6.30pm to 8.30pm: 
From pest to palaces, the extraordinary 
careers of Philip de Laszio 

■ Thursday 24 September 6.30pm to 9pm: 
Museum Late & Live, portrait painting 
demonstration. 

■ For more information go to 
www.rbkc.gov.uk/leightonhousemuseum. 

■ Leighton House Museum is owned and 
operated by the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea. 
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Tears and tributes 
for dancer killed 
in motorbike crash 

STAGE dancer Jonathan Ollivier has been killed in 
a motorcycle accident in central London. 

Ollivier, who was starring as Luca in Matthew 
Bourne’s The Car Man at the Sadler’s Wells the¬ 
atre, died on August 9 before the final performance, 
which was then cancelled. 

A statement from the Metropolitan Police con¬ 
firmed the news: “Detectives have named a man 
who died following a fatal collision in Clerkenwell. 
Although formal identification has yet to take 
place, detectives are satisfied that the deceased is 
Jonathon Byrne Ollivier, 38, from Northampton.” 

A force spokesman said: “Police were called at 
11:1 lam on Sunday, August 9, to Farringdon Road, 
London, following re¬ 
ports of a black Mer¬ 
cedes saloon being in 
collision with motorcy¬ 
cle. The 38-year-old 
male rider of the motor¬ 
cycle was pronounced 
dead at the scene. The 
driver who stopped at 
the scene was arrested 
on suspicion of causing 
death by dangerous ■ Jonathan Ollivier. 

driving and is currently in custody at a central Lon¬ 
don police station.” 

As messages flooded in from around the world, 
Matthew Bourne, artistic director of New Adven¬ 
tures, issued the following tribute on behalf of the 
dance company: “Yesterday we lost our ‘Swan’ and 
our ‘Car Man’ - Jonathan Ollivier was one of the 
most charismatic and powerful dancers of his gen¬ 
eration: an intensely masculine presence tempered 
with tenderness and vulnerability made him the 
perfect casting for a string of triumphant roles in 
the New Adventures repertory, including The Swan, 
the enigmatic Speight in Play Without Words and 
his final role as Luca in The Car Man, which he 
was due to dance at last night’s final performance 
at Sadler’s Wells. 

“A man of great warmth and charm, Jonny was 
a true gent, loved and respected by his colleagues 
and adored by audiences who were mesmerised by 
his memorable performances on stage as well as his 
friendly and genuine personality at the stage door. 
He was also an inspiration and role model to sev¬ 
eral generations of young dancers who strived to 
emulate his enviable technique and majestic stage 
presence.” 




Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


Passengers urged to claim 
from £170m Oyster card pot 


TUBE passengers set to face the new 
misery of more strikes next week 
have been alerted that Transport for 
London is sitting on a £170 million 
treasure chest of their money. 

London Assembly member Caro¬ 
line Pigeon has revealed that TfL 
Transport has accumulated 
£168,820,000 from money left on 
unused Oyster cards. 

The amount is made up from de¬ 
posits (£83.2 million) and the Pay As 
You Go balances (£85.6 million) left 
on Oyster cards which have not been 
used for over a year. 

“The cash pile from unused Oys¬ 
ter cards has been steadily growing 
since the start of Oyster in 2003,” 
said Lib Dem leader Ms Pigeon. 

“When Boris Johnson first be¬ 
came Mayor in May 2008 the 
amounts left on dormant Oyster 
cards was just £4.25 million in Pay 
As You Go balances and £2.81 mil¬ 
lion in deposits. 

“I have long campaigned for TfL 


• By GEOFF BAKER 
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to make it easier for people to claim 
back money on unused Oyster cards 
and when TfL’s cash pile is growing 
by more than £2 million a month I 
simply do not accept that TfL are 
doing everything they reasonably 
can to allow the public to claim back 
their own money. 

“Transport for London are never 
shy in using publicity except it 
seems when it involves telling the 
public how they can get back money 
left on dormant Oyster cards. It is 
time that TfL started to be far more 
active and gave more people the 
chance to get hold of their own 
money sitting on unused Oyster 
cards.” 

A TfL spokesman said: “If a cus¬ 
tomer no longer needs their Oyster- 
card, we will refund any remaining 
pay as you go credit as well as the 
remaining value of any Travelcard or 


Bus and Tram Pass, and the deposit 
if paid. To get a refund customers 
can take their Oyster card to a Tube 
station ticket office, post us the Oys- 
tercard or call TfL Customer Serv¬ 
ices.” 

Tube station staff are set for 24- 
hour strike action from 6.30pm 
Tuesday, August 25 and again from 
6.30pm on Thursday, August 27. 
However, drivers will not be taking 
part in the industrial action. 

The Night Tube service due to be 
introduced next month is being de¬ 
layed following talks aimed at avert¬ 
ing the strikes. 

The 24-hour weekend service was 
scheduled to begin on the Jubilee, 
Victoria and most of the Piccadilly, 
Central and Northern lines on Sep¬ 
tember 12, but has now been pushed 
back. Widespread disruption is still 
expected for most of the week lead¬ 
ing up to the August bank holiday, 
when Rail, Maritime and Transport 
union members have planned a 


strike on First Great Western serv¬ 
ices. The RMT said the strike was 
being held over threats to jobs, serv¬ 
ices and safety from the introduction 
of the new Hitachi Intercity trains. 

The operator runs train services 
between London Paddington and the 
West of England, South Wales, the 
Cotswolds and the Thames Valley. 

Union members, including guards 
and platform attendants, will walk 
out for 24 hours on Sunday, August 
23 and for 72 hours from Saturday 
August 29. Other members on main¬ 
tenance will strike on August 29 and 
31. All of the strikes will begin at 
00:01 BST and end at 23:59. 

Commuters and tourists have al¬ 
ready had to cope with two Tube 
strikes in the past month, one in July 
and one earlier this month. 

London Underground claims that 
unions are demanding more money 
but employees say they are fighting 
to protect their work-life balance 
when the 24-hour service begins. 
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Black cabs part 
of our heritage 

I WAS pleased to see that 
Transport for London (TfL) 
have been consulting on 
whether all licensed black cabs 
should accept payment by debit 
or credit card since sadly not all 
drivers currently accept cards. 

Technology can transform 
our city but also raises ques¬ 
tions. Black cabs to me are a 
symbol of London, recognised 
across the world, yet they and 
mini cab firms face increased 
competition from the rise of 
companies such as Uber. 

The Licensed Taxi Drivers 
Association (LTDA) which rep¬ 
resents black cab drivers tell me 
they are not against competition 
as long as all companies obey 
the conditions of their licence. 

It is great to see black cab 
drivers fighting against Uber 
with their own apps including 
@BlackCabsApp @HailoLon- 
don @Maaxitaxi @Gett_UK 
@cabapp. In the same way, if 
people can pay by card for on¬ 
line services then why not allow 
the same in black cabs? 

I like the fact that when I 
need to get home from my local 
station at night or am in central 
London, seeing a little orange 
light above a cab can often 
prompts me into hailing a 
driver, but when I want a longer 
journey, for example, to the air¬ 
port, I will call a minicab. 

I hope that choice will be 
available to all Londoners long 



into the future, whether they pay 
by card, cash or online. 

Syed Kamall 
MEP for London 


Shock to hear of 
stables’ closure 

I HAVE just read in the London 
Weekly News with horror of the 
impending closure of the Riding 
Stables under Westway. 

This is very disappointing for 
local children who do not get 
out into the countryside to take 
an interest in horses and learn to 
ride. 

I live not far away in Holland 
Park, but I was always surprised 
to learn there were these stables 
there when my grand daughter 
had lessons there some years 
ago. I had never known there 
were stables, and I am sure 
many people are not aware they 
exist - and what a wonderful se¬ 
cret to find. 

We have so much retail de¬ 
velopment in Westfield, so 
please can we retain some com¬ 
munity animal activity in the 
area. Horses just add to the var¬ 
ious sporting facilities there in 
Westway, and Sarah Tovey cer¬ 
tainly has established a wonder¬ 


ful opportunity for children to 
leam to ride and enjoy horse¬ 
manship. 

Please could my com¬ 
ments be passed on to those 
concerned. 

Rosamond Rose 
Holland Park 


Blow for vibrant 
neighbourhood 

MANY of us read with great 
sadness about the potential clo¬ 
sure of The Troubadour due to a 
few complaints over customer 
noise from their garden. 

It makes us wonder why on 
earth the council found it neces¬ 
sary to agree to an abatement 
order. The Troubadour has been 
there since 1954, no doubt 
decades before any of the com¬ 
plainants was even born. Why 
did they move next to The Trou¬ 
badour garden in the first place? 

Is it the council’s wish that 
our vibrant neighbourhood be¬ 
comes a ghost town after 6pm - 
as that is what is happening. 
Look at all the estate agents lin¬ 
ing up to fill the spaces being 
created by vacating restaurants 
as their business turnover dwin¬ 
dles due to the disgraceful dem¬ 
olition of the Exhibition Centre. 

Is there no one at the council 
interested in helping to keep our 
community alive? From what 
many of us see, the answer is 
no. Shame on you. 

Alan Smith 
Wetherby Mansions 
Earl's Court Square 



PROTEST: Campaigners fought to retain the stables. 


No good reason 
for stables to go 

JUST as there was no good rea¬ 
son for the council to close the 
Maxilla Children’s Centre, so 
there is no good reason for 
Westway Trust to expel the 
Westway Stables at this time. 

As you report, the Trust has 
received a steering group review 
into the local demand for eques¬ 
trianism and has just commis¬ 
sioned a detailed feasibility 
study that we hope will enable it 
to provide a new and/or im¬ 
proved riding facility beneath 
Westway. 

Kensington and Chelsea 
Labour councillors have long 
supported West London Stables 
and have intervened on several 
occasions when its continued 


presence in Notting Dale ward 
was threatened. As a result, the 
Council's Westway Supplemen¬ 
tary Planning Document now 
specifies the retention of stable 
and menage (arena) facilities 
beneath the motorway. Conse¬ 
quently, we hope that the Trust 
will work with the current oper¬ 
ator to develop a much im¬ 
proved stable and menage 
complex and integrate it fully 
into its wider sporting offer at 
Westway. 

Sarah Tuvey, the current op¬ 
erator, has engaged many hard- 
to-reach groups in 

equestrianism to the greater 
benefit of the local community, 
including young people known 
to the criminal justice system, 
children with special needs, 
older residents, people from mi¬ 
nority ethnic groups, youngsters 
not in education, employment or 
training and girls and younger 


women who would otherwise 
not engage in any healthy sport¬ 
ing activities. Westway Stables 
is therefore the organisation best 
placed, along with its charitable 
arm the West London Commu¬ 
nity Riding Centre, to build on 
this legacy and provide more 
riding opportunities at a time 
when equestrianism in central 
and west London is seriously 
threatened. Other stables are 
coming under great pressure to 
sell their sites off to property 
companies for redevelopment. 

Evicting Sarah and her horses 
at this time is thus a retrograde 
step. Sarah has provided a pop¬ 
ular and valuable facility in a 
less than salubrious part of Not¬ 
ting Dale ward for over 20 
years. Her commitment should 
be recognised and acknowl¬ 
edged. And her much-loved 
horses have developed their 
own particular expertise in as¬ 
sisting a community of riders 
that do not fit the traditional 
mould of horse riding enthusi¬ 
asts. 

Westway Trust is well placed 
to provide a unique sporting 
offer in west London that will 
make a profit, provide funds to 
support its charitable objectives 
and all the benefits of equestri¬ 
anism to a most diverse commu¬ 
nity of riders. In due course this 
may end up as the sole remain¬ 
ing provider of equestrian op¬ 
portunities in central London. 

Councillors Robert 
Atkinson, Judith Blakeman 
and Beinazir Lasharie 
Notting Dale Ward 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 

Get the compensation you deserve! 


•S No win no fee 


•S Potential for legal aid 

•f Free initial assessment 

S Leading law firm for social housing disputes 


Mandyfrom South London 

received 

£ 13,000 

in compensation 




"Extremely professional, 
extensive knowledge of all areas 
of law. I received excellent care 
and an outstanding service!" 



We also cover areas of: possession, homelessness and 
challenging housing decisions by judicial review 


Call us free on 0800 437 0322 
We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 




We want to hear 
from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen 
in London that we want to hear about. 
There's a brilliant community spirit in 
Central and West London. If you help 
to run a local organisation make sure 
your events are featured in our 
newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to: 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
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Public warned: giving 
money to beggars is 
no help to them at all 


KIND-HEARTED Kensington 
and Chelsea people who give 
money to the borough’s beggars 
are to be warned that they could 
actually be helping to kill them. 

Kensington and Chelsea 
Council is launching a hard-hit¬ 
ting campaign asking visitors 
and residents not to give money 
to beggars as hand-outs only 
fund addiction. 

The council says many of 
those begging use the money to 
pay for their drug and alcohol 
habits rather than use it to buy 
food or to accommodation. 

“Only a small minority of the 
most prolific beggars in Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea are actually 
homeless,” said a spokesman. 
“Rather than helping them you 
could be contributing to their 
early death. 

“Most have accommodation 
available to them either within 
the borough or elsewhere in 
London. If someone is homeless 
the council’s outreach team can 
identify options available to 
them. 

“This can include a referral to 
a hostel - there are 169 places in 
the borough - or being helped 


By Geoff Baker 

by the No Second Night Out 
scheme which provides some¬ 
where to stay or helping some¬ 
one back to the area they are 
from.” 

Commenting on the launch, 
Cllr Joanna Gardner, said: “The 
council and police work to¬ 
gether to combat begging and 
offer help to those in genuine 
need, including advice on where 
to go to combat addiction and 
places to obtain accommoda¬ 
tion.” 

Hard-hitting adverts will be 
displayed at bus stops and on 
phone boxes for two weeks at 
key areas in the borough where 
it is known begging takes place. 

If residents are concerned for 
someone because you think they 
are sleeping rough contact the 
Streetlink helpline on 0300 500 
0914 or you can go to the web¬ 
site www.streetlink.org.uk 

Drug and alcohol services 
available in the borough are: 

■ Alcohol Resource Centre - 
information, support and advice 
to people with alcohol problems 

■ KC North Hub - treatment 


and recovery activities for peo¬ 
ple with drug and alcohol prob¬ 
lems 

■ Kensington and Chelsea 
Community Assessment and 
Primary Service - health care 
and treatment for people with 
drug and alcohol problems. 

“The council works in part¬ 
nership with the police to deal 
with begging, two police offi¬ 
cers attached to Street Popula¬ 
tion Outreach Team regularly 
patrol the borough and warn 
persistent beggars. If people are 
begging advice can be given 
about drug and alcohol treat¬ 
ment programmes and serv¬ 
ices,” said the spokesman. 

“Members of the public who 
do want to help the homeless we 
would suggest that they give 
their money to organisations 
such as homeless charities and 
drug and alcohol services that 
can help, such as St Mungo’s 
Broadway, Look Ahead Hous¬ 
ing and Care and No Second 
Night Out, which focuses on 
helping those who find them¬ 
selves rough sleeping on the 
streets of London for the first 
time.” 


Flat Roof Problems? 



Let us transform your space 
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When you can 
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Call u$ for advice Any like for like quotation beaten. 
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HAPPY DAYS: Tributes were paid to some of the women who helped create the Notting Hill Carnival 
when more than 1,200 local people and visitors - and a cricketing legend- celebrated the Carnival 
Pioneers Community Day on Sunday. The event, led by Les Palmer and supported by Westway Trust 
and the Carnival Village Trust, took place on Portobello Green. This year's theme was Founding 
Mothers - remembering the women pioneers who gave birth to and nurtured Notting Hill Carnival, 
including Rhaune Laslett, Merle Major, Claire Holder, Claudia Jones and Silma Faustine. Flowers were 
presented to Claudette Philips' daughter and Merle Major's daughter Sherma for their mother's 
contribution to Carnival. Performers included the Hardway Band, Kaiso Lime Kings, Redz Richardson, 
Carlene Etienne, Youth Steel Band, Soca Singers, with DJ Soca Massive, plus special guests Papa 
Weazel & DJ Dukes. 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


M OST of us have a deep-rooted 
instinct to want to help some¬ 
one in need. 

That’s a very good thing and a cornerstone 
of our individual moral instincts. The council 
has also developed many excellent services and 
has a large number of staff devoted to ensuring 
that the most vulnerable people get the help 
they need. 

So it may come as a bit 
of a shock to some when 
we embark on a campaign 
that seems to say don’t be 
a Good Samaritan. But our 
anti-begging campaign is 
really asking people to 
help in a different way, 
and with good reason. 

The fact is that begging 
is a pretty big issue here in 
the borough. We’re a lu¬ 
crative patch and typically 
you will find people beg¬ 
ging on Kensington High 
Street, King’s Road, 

Gloucester Road, Knights- 
bridge and South Kensington (Exhibition 
Road). 

Many will say they want money for food or 
for accommodation for the night but all the ex¬ 
perience of the council’s Street Population Out¬ 
reach Team, the local police and many charities 
that work with the homeless is that a high per¬ 
centage of those begging use the money to fund 
their drug and alcohol habits and already have 
a roof over their head. 

If you really want to help it is far better to 
give your money to the right charity. 

There are many excellent organisations that 
do fantastic work and can help people get their 
lives back together. Specialist help can be 


given to work to overcome alcohol and drug 
addictions, find accommodation and access 
employment-based training. It’s these organi¬ 
sations that really need your support. 

You may have seen our hard-hitting posters 
on bus shelters, telephone boxes and in council 
buildings and libraries. This poster campaign 
highlights how begging differs from homeless¬ 
ness and that many beggars do have accommo¬ 
dation. 

If someone is street 
homeless, the council’s out¬ 
reach workers can identify 
options available to them. 
This can include a referral to 
a hostel, advice about mak¬ 
ing a housing application or 
reconnection to an area 
where they have a local con¬ 
nection (either in the UK or 
abroad). There are also a 
number of excellent drug 
and alcohol treatment serv¬ 
ices available in the bor¬ 
ough. 

We believe that if people 
are unable to fund their drug 
and alcohol habit through begging they are 
more likely to access these services and we will 
support them to do so. 

So, don’t be persuaded to give to street beg¬ 
gars, the truth is your money won’t really be 
helping them. If you are concerned about 
someone you see on the street you can call our 
Street Population Outreach Team on 020 7341 
5210 or call Streetlink, a national service, on 
0300 500 0914. 

There is more information on our website 
and a list of some organisations working with 
homeless people in the borough at 
www.rbkc.gov. uk/alternativegiving 


^ If you really 
want to help it 
is far better 
to give your 
money to the 
right charity 




THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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Heathrow landing changes could reduce noise 


HEATHROW airport has announced 
plans to trial a new landing procedure 
that could reduce noise pollution for 
thousands of west London residents 
living underneath flight paths, writes 
Jack Dixon. 

Bosses will consider introducing 
steeper approaches for aircraft landing 
at Heathrow, as part of its noise reduc¬ 
tion ‘blueprint’. 

The standard angle of approach is set 
at three degrees but experts believe ar¬ 
riving at a steeper angle will enable 
planes to land more quietly and with 
less disruption to surrounding commu¬ 


nities. The trial, one of 10 steps 
Heathrow is pursuing as part of efforts 
to tackle noise pollution, follows public 
outcry about the potential impacts of 
extra landings if a third runway is cre¬ 
ated. 

Despite the objections of campaign¬ 
ers and the Mayor of London Boris 
Johnson, the Davies Commission has 
recommended an additional runway at 
Heathrow. The government, however, 
will have the final say. 

Matt Gorman, Heathrow’s director 
of sustainability and environment, said: 
“Heathrow has changed and taken a 


new approach to addressing our im¬ 
pacts on communities, including when 
it comes to noise. 

“Our blueprint to cut aircraft noise 
has been driven by feedback from local 
communities. Its role is to challenge 
the industry to think innovatively about 
ways to reduce noise.” 

He added: “Steeper approaches are 
just one step in the right direction and, 
along with other, quieter operating pro¬ 
cedures and incentives to bring quieter 
aircraft into operation, will ensure 
fewer people are affected by noise - 
even with an expanded airport.” 


Starting next month and running 
until March, the airport will be trialling 
a slightly steeper approach angle of 3.2 
degrees. The trial will test whether an 
even steeper angle of 3.5 degrees 
would be feasible. 

If adopted, Heathrow claims, it 
would become the first UK airport to 
introduce steeper approaches as a 
means to reduce noise on the ground. 

Noise pollution is one of the princi¬ 
pal concerns of west London cam¬ 
paigners who oppose expansion at 
Heathrow. 

The Heathrow Association for the 


Control of Aircraft Noise describes the 
third runway as a “terrifying prospect” 
for people who are “already bom¬ 
barded by aircraft noise”. 

In a recent statement, HACAN 
chairman John Stewart said: 
“Heathrow is in a league of its own as 
far as noise is concerned. 

“Twenty-eight per cent of all people 
impacted by noise in Europe live under 
the Heathrow flight paths. It remains 
the biggest political barrier to the ex¬ 
pansion of the airport.” 

A report summarising the results of 
the trial will be published next year. 


UNDER THI 
WESTWAY 

E 

m 

Lives revitalised 
through exercise 

u 


Guest writer Stephen Wren , 
Director of Sport at Westway 
Trust , explains the importance 
of the Trust’s role in helping to 
get more people fit and active, 
and lead healthy lifestyles 

M ORE than 2,000 
people with a 
range of medical 
conditions have been pre¬ 
scribed a visit to Westway 
Sports and Fitness by their 
doctor. Where once pills 
and pep talks were the 
standard response, GPs can 
now refer patients for spe¬ 
cial help from our health 
and fitness trainers. 

Why is this a good thing and 
what role does Westway Trust 
play? 

Many conditions affecting 
poor health are sustainably 
treated or prevented with exer¬ 
cise. Exercise also comes with 
many benefits. For the patient, 
exercise has no drug-related 
side effects; it can prevent, as 
well as, help cure some condi¬ 
tions; and it has wider benefits 
such as providing socialising 
opportunities and mental relax¬ 
ation. For the NHS, referral can 
mean less spending on drugs 
and other costly medical inter¬ 
ventions. 

Kensington and Chelsea is a 
borough of vast differences in 
wealth and health, with the 
highest levels of poor health sit¬ 
uated in the north of the bor¬ 
ough. Life expectancy varies 
considerably, with a difference 
of up to ten years. There are 
higher than average rates for di¬ 
abetes, obesity and cardiovas¬ 
cular disease, all of which can 
be alleviated by regular exer¬ 
cise and a healthy diet. Regular 
exercise helps reduce blood 
pressure, relieve stress and anx¬ 
iety, and reduce cholesterol. 


Given the propensity of these 
medical conditions and our am¬ 
bition to help improve the 
health of the community, play¬ 
ing a role by providing educa¬ 
tion and exercise opportunities 
is a natural fit for the Trust. 

So, what exactly is the GP 
Exercise Referral Programme? 

It is a 12-week programme 
for people with disabilities and 
chronic health conditions, help¬ 
ing them to improve the quality 
of their lives through exercise 
and education. Patients are re¬ 
ferred to the programme by 
their GP. 

The programme offers super¬ 
vised and affordable exercise 
sessions and specialist classes 
to ensure that the member 
achieves their goals and that 
their training is also safe and ef¬ 
fective. Clients are educated 
about their condition to ensure 
they are able to manage it effec¬ 
tively and make lifestyle 
changes to ensure their health 
improves. 

Partnerships with organisa¬ 
tions such as the Stroke Associ¬ 
ation, the community health 
physiotherapists, GP’s, NHS 
Health trainers, Age UK and 
Open Age and Camden Chari¬ 
ties are in place, to ensure that 
we are able to offer people all 
the support they may need. 

The results are remarkable. 

Samuel was referred to the 
programme by his physiothera¬ 
pist and GP after suffering a 
stroke in his late 40s. When he 
first joined the gym he was in a 
wheelchair and had limited mo¬ 
bility in the left side of his body. 
He was unable to walk suffi¬ 
ciently or leave his chair un¬ 
aided. 

He has used the gym regu¬ 
larly over the last four years and 
does gym based exercises as 
well as stroke specific exercise 
classes. 

Over this period he has made 


fantastic progress. He now very 
rarely uses his wheelchair and 
is able to walk with the aid of a 
walking stick. He has increased 
stamina and fitness and is able 
to walk further distances, at a 
quicker pace, with less rest re¬ 
quired. He has increased leg 
strength and improved balance 
and co-ordination. 

He also has a better under¬ 
standing of the risk factors as¬ 
sociated with stroke and has 
made changes to his lifestyle to 
reduce the recurrence of an¬ 
other stroke. 

Samira, who is in her mid- 
40s, turned to her GP when 
bringing up four sons had left 
her a size 18. She was given a 
programme of weights, squats, 
rowing and classes. She lost 
three and a half stones, is down 
to a size 12, and feels great. 

The GP referrals programme 
was started in June 2001. So far 
we have had over 2,000 refer¬ 
rals come through. Because of 
the opportunities offered by our 
two sports and fitness centres, 
most patients maintain their 
levels of exercise on site with 
us and 80% of participants re¬ 
port an increase in their wellbe¬ 
ing. They also become 
advocates for others to get in¬ 
volved in exercise. 

Last year we were honoured 
when Westway Trust Sports and 
Fitness was named the coun¬ 
try’s Best Rehabilitation Facil¬ 
ity at the National Fitness 
Awards, beating off strong 
competition from gyms around 
the country. 

It was an incredibly proud 
moment for us and one that we 
will never forget. Awards are a 
fantastic accolade to the effort 
put in by all who run the pro¬ 
gramme but, as my team will 
testify, nothing is as rewarding 
as enthusing someone new 
through exercise and changing 
their life for the better forever. 



FREE EYE TEST FOR YOU 

Valid for one test on or before 30 September 2015. Present voucher at time of test. 
Cannot be exchanged for cash, used with other vouchers or redeemed by customers 
already entitled to a free NHS-funded eye test. One per person, at participating 
Specsavers stores only, ii min min i mini 

n 7 nmrvmv: 


Book an eye test at specsavers.co.uk 
or call 0800 0680 241 



Two free kids’ pairs: Cannot be used with other offers. Under-16s only. Both pairs from kids’ £64 and teens’ £85 ranges. 
Primary pair: Funded by valid under-16s’ NHS optical voucher. Second pair: Provided at no charge by Specsavers. Both 
pairs come with single vision SuperTough lenses free, or customer can choose tinted prescription lenses and UV filter 
free in their second pair. Extra Options available at an additional charge on both pairs. Offer available in UK only. ©2015 
Specsavers. All rights reserved. 
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Have a happy, safe carnival 



■ CELEBRATION TIME: Notting Hill Carnival - a traditional riot of colour. 


• By GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


CARNIVAL-GOERS can expect 
to see police officers ‘twerking’ 
and getting into dance-offs again 
this year as the Met joins in with 
the festival spirit of Europe’s 
biggest street party - an occasion 
which is expected to draw more 
than a million people. 

But the Met is warning that anyone 
caught carrying a knife at the event will 
be arrested and could face four years in 
prison. 

Last year three men were stabbed 
and two police officers were injured in 
a series of violent clashes on the Mon¬ 
day evening. The Met imposed Section 
60 public order measures, giving offi¬ 
cers powers to stop and search, in re¬ 
sponse to the stabbings. 

Police made 252 arrests over two 
days of last year’s festival. There were 
76 arrests over suspected drug of¬ 
fences, 43 for public disorder and 23 
for possession of offensive weapons. 

But the number of arrests was down 
on 2013, when 301 people were de¬ 
tained, and 2012 when 278 people were 
held - and this year police are hoping 
Carnival will be more trouble-free. 

In an appeal to revellers to relax and 
enjoy the fun, the Met has made a knife 
warning in the wake of the recent jail¬ 
ing for 14 years of a man found guilty 
of a stabbing at last year’s festival. 

“We hope this sends a clear message 
that knives will not be tolerated and 
anyone found to be carrying a knife 
will be arrested,” said a spokesman for 
the Carnival Investigation Team. 

A conviction for carrying a knife 
could mean a fine of up to £5,000 and 
four years in prison. 

Although up to 7,000 police will be 
available to maintain public safety, the 
Met is confident that the vast majority 
of Carnival-goers will enjoy the world- 
famous street festival which has been 
running since 1966 and where last year 
police became YouTube stars after 
‘twerking’ and dancing with revellers. 

CARNIVAL PROGRAMME 
Saturday September 29 

■ London Calypso Tent - The Asso¬ 
ciation of The British Calypsonians 
welcomes all to the London Calypso 
Tent to engage and be entertained by 
the performances of UK Calypsonians 
and visiting international artists. An 
electrifying showcase of storytelling, 
poetry, political commentary, humour 
and much more creatively presented by 



■ PRETTY IN PINK: Carnival colour. 


the sweet Calypso or Soca rhythms of 
the Caribbean. Time: 8pm to 11pm. 
Venue: Carnival Village, Tabernacle, 
Powis Square, off Portobello Rd, W11 
2AY. 

■ Panorama - A free open air evening 
for the entire family, steel band lovers, 
general music lovers or anyone looking 
to enjoy a great evening in a Caribbean 
style atmosphere.The evening consists 
of a competitive performance by na¬ 
tional steel bands and other entertain¬ 
ment. Venue: Emslie Homiman 
Pleasance Park, Bosworth Road, W10. 
Free. Time: 6pm to 10pm. 

Sunday September 30 

■ Family Day - Time: 10am to 
8.30pm. Ajubilant Children’s Parade as 
they showcase their flamboyant cos¬ 
tumes dancing along the carnival route 
to the hypnotic rhythms provided by 
the mobile sound systems or steel 
bands. 

A fabulous display of vocals, on the 
World Music Stage at Powis Square. 
Features calypso and soca perform¬ 
ances by the Association of British Ca¬ 
lypsonians, visiting international 
calypsonians, emerging artists of other 
genre and various other performances. 
A haven for a range of music styles and 
astounding stage performances exhib¬ 
ited by the static sound systems. 38 sys¬ 
tems are strategically located around 
the footprint of the carnival. Family 
workshops at Emslie Horniman’s 
Pleasance, a variety of tasty Caribbean 
foods, drinks and more. 

Jouvert. Time: 6am to 9pm - A fun, 
fun time to mark the opening of the car¬ 
nival be adventurous. Get dirty or even 
come along with a carnivalesque or 


comical presentation. Dance along the 
streets to the pulsating rhythms of steel 
bands, riddim bands and African drum¬ 
mers. Procession begins and ends at 
Canal way, Ladbroke Grove W14 next 
to Sainsbury’s car park. 

Monday September 31 

■ Monday Parade - Time: 10am to 
8.30pm. The grand finale showcasing a 
sea of vibrant colours as 60 bands in 
magnificent costumes dance to the tan¬ 
talising rhythms of the mobile sound 
systems or steel bands. Enjoy the con¬ 
tinuation of vocals on the World Music 
Stage at Powis Square. Come and be 
entertained by UK Calypsonians, soca 
artist, visiting international artists and 
other emerging acts. See how many of 
the 38 static sound systems you can 
visit as they entertain you with diverse 
genres of music and stage perform¬ 
ances which contribute to the Carni¬ 
val’s vibrant atmosphere. 

TRAVEL 

TRANSPORT for London has issued 
comprehensive travel advice to getting 
to Carnival. 

As hundreds of thousands of people 
are expected to visit Carnival this year, 
this means roads and public transport 
in west London will be very busy on 
August Bank Holiday weekend. Re¬ 
member: 

■ There will be extensive road closures 
in the Notting Hill, Ladbroke Grove 
and Westbourne Park areas, with a 
large number of pedestrians expected. 

■ Tube and rail will be the best way to 
get around London during the week¬ 
end, although stations in west London 


will be busier than usual, and some will 
be exit-only or closed during the event. 

■ Drivers are advised to avoid these 
areas wherever possible, or allow more 
time to travel from Saturday, 29 August 
to early morning on Tuesday, 1 Sep¬ 
tember. 

■ Buses around the event area will be 
on diversion or will terminate earlier 
than usual to avoid the road closures 

Tube 

TUBE and Rail will be the best way to 
get around London on the weekend, al¬ 
though stations in west London will be 
busier than usual. 

For safety reasons some stations may 
close temporarily to prevent over¬ 
crowding. It may be worthwhile walk¬ 
ing part of your journey or finding an 
alternative route. Stations close to the 
Notting Hill Carnival area include: 

■ Ladbroke Grove: closed on Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Monday 

■ Latimer Road: closed after 22:30 on 
Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

■ Notting Hill Gate: on Sunday and 
Bank Holiday Monday, the station will 
be exit-only between 11:00 and 19:00. 
Between 11:00 and 19:00 on Sunday, 
and all day on Bank Holiday Monday, 
there will be no interchange between 
the Circle, Central and District lines 

■ Westbourne Park: exit-only be¬ 
tween 11:00 - 18:00 and closed at 23:30 
on Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday 

■ Royal Oak: exit-only between 11:00 
- 18:00 and closed at 23:30 on Sunday 
and Bank Holiday Monday 

■ Bays water: on Bank Holiday Mon¬ 
day between 12:00 - 19:00, you may 
want to use this station as Circle and 
District line trains will not stop at Not¬ 
ting Hill Gate 

■ Paddington (Hammersmith and 
City and Circle lines): on Sunday and 
Bank Holiday Monday you may want 
to use this station instead of Notting 
Hill Gate or Royal Oak, as both these 
stations will have entry restrictions. 

■ Other nearby stations: High Street 
Kensington (Circle and District lines), 
Holland Park (Central line), Queen's 
Park (Bakerloo line) and Shepherd's 
Bush (Central line). 

During the weekend, there are 
planned works on the Victoria line. 
There will be no Victoria line service 
between Walthamstow Central and 
Seven Sisters, and fewer trains running 
between Seven Sisters and Brixton. 
Services will be busier than usual. 
Lines close the Victoria line, such as 
the Central line and London Over¬ 
ground services, will also be much 
busier than usual while customers take 
alternative routes. 

Driving 

TO create a safe environment during 
the carnival there will be major road 
closures around Notting Hill, Ladbroke 
Grove and Westbourne Park. If you 
can, avoid the parts of west London 
listed below, or allow extra time for 
your journey. 

To allow preparation for the carnival, 
the following roads will close on Sun¬ 
day 30 August between 02:00-05:00: 

■ Westbourne Park Road (between 
Great Western Road and Ladbroke 
Grove) 

■ Elgin Crescent 

■ Kensington Park Road (between 
Westbourne Grove and Elgin Crescent) 

■ Cambridge Gardens (between St 
Marks Road and Ladbroke Grove) 


■ Lane restrictions on Great Western 
Road 

The road closures above will make 
traffic around the event area busier than 
usual including the following roads: 
Edgware Road (A5); Harrow Road; 
Holland Park Avenue; Notting Hill 
Gate; Bayswater Road. 

Event road closures 

ROADS on or near the carnival route 
will close on: 

■ Sunday 30 August 07:00 - 23:59 

■ Monday 31 August 07:00 - Tuesday 
1 September 05:00 (or as soon as the 
area has been cleaned) 

The road closures will cover: Har¬ 
row Road in the north; Notting Hill 
Gate in the south; Clarendon Road in 
the west; Queensway in the east. 

Traffic is likely to be slow moving 
at: Edgware Road (A5); Harrow Road; 
Holland Park Avenue; Notting Hill 
Gate; Bayswater Road. 

Local parking restrictions will apply. 
Find out more at Westminster City 
Council and the Royal Borough of 
Kensington and Chelsea’s sites. 

Buses 

FROM around 05:00 on Sunday, 30 
August - 05:00 on Tuesday, 1 Septem¬ 
ber, buses around the event area will be 
on diversion or will terminate earlier 
than usual to avoid the road closures. 
During these times, buses will start 
from the Prince of Wales on Harrow 
Road to the north of the carnival area. 
To the south of the carnival area, buses 
will start from Notting Hill Gate. 

■ Affected bus routes include: 6,7,16, 
18, 23, 27, 28, 31, 36, 46, 52, 70, 94, 
98, 148,187, 220, 228, 274, 295, 316, 
328,332, 390,414,452, N7, N16, N18, 
N28, N31 N98 and N207. 

■ Extra buses will run on routes 2,205, 
436 which can be found on journey 
planner as 2X, 205X and 43 6X 

■ There will be extra day and night 
buses serving the Notting Hill Carnival, 
but buses in west London are expected 
to be busier than usual, so allow plenty 
of time for your journey 

■ Follow @TfLBusAlerts on Twitter 
for the latest bus updates. 

Cycling 

THE following Santander docking sta¬ 
tions in the carnival area will be sus¬ 
pended between 21:00 Saturday 29 
August 21:00 - 07:00 Tuesday 1 Sep¬ 
tember: Lansdowne Walk; Pembridge 
Villas; Ladbroke Grove Central; 
Blenheim Crescent; All Saints Road; 
Westbourne Park Road; All Saints 
Church Portobello; Turquoise Island; 
Chepstow Villas; St Marks Road; West- 
bourne Park Road; Notting Hill Gate 
Station; Hereford Road. 



■ SHOW STOPPER: Stunning outfits. 
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The gUmorews and stylish times of the 1920$ and 1930$ hair had an enduring effect 
on interior decor Sophisticated Art Deco funucure continues to enjoy perennial 
miials. although it can be quite tricky to source good-qua I try items at reasonable 
prices, Ok Retro Sofas - a company specialising in classic Italian leather sofas, chairs 
and footstools inspired by the refined lines of vintage originals 


Specialising in top class leather reproductions of iconic vintage designs, Retro has a 
beautiful range of sofas, chans and footstools inspired by the beautiful designs of the 
Art Deco period And to make the proposition ooi more enticing. Retro Sofas offers 
amazing value for money, with selected pieces 40 per cent off! 

But despwe the price, quality is sriO maintained Pieces are budt 10 last and feature fine 
hand-stirched Italian leather over a traditional hardwood frame Recline gracefully on 
seats supported by tofvqualJty German springs The best selling 'Jean Renoir 1930s 
style Art Deco range is a true classic, featuring stylish swept arms and available in a 
choice of seven colours with or without contrasting piping 

Jean Renoir armchairs are already currently reduced from £795 to (545 and readers 
are offered an extra 10 per cent discount cm this (and across the rest of the Retro Sofa 
ranges), reducing the price id £490. 

Just call 0207 iSt 9027, mail salesnrttrasofasuV.uk or visit 
225 Manner Road, Fulham, SW6 before August Hu 2015 . 

Visit www.rctnMofks.co.uk for details of this and all other offers. 
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FULHAM- 

Nostalgia for the unapotogetic opulence 
of the lost ’Crazy Years’ has been 
immortalised in the decor of the venue 
Daytime flows into night as the lighter, 
fresher hues of the restaurant give way 
seamlessly to the richer tones of the wood 
panelled ’speakeasy' private dining room, injecting an element of the mqu* mto 
the spoor, luxurious velvet chesterfields nestled amongst exposed brickwork and 
marbled Roaring throughout make The Lucky* Pig Fulham the ideal destination 
so fritter away the hours from dawn ’til dusk 

A throwback to the irrrwrnce of the roaring 20s, where life was rived on a high 
and scruples ran low. the rime has come to revive the old-fashioned glamour of 
the heydays and throw upon it our own little twist of modernity and flair. 

Come on. Let's Misbehave 

• Book now Air dinner and/or drinks 

• Live Music throughout the week and DJ on Saturdays 

• Nappy Hour 5-7-JOpm. Two for one cocktails - £3 beer 

• Look out for our all-day Saturday Brunch parties coming soon 

• Rugby World Cup bookings 

• Live Sport Screenings 

• Christmas Bookings - 

• Restaurant, Bar and Private 
Hire options av ailable 

• Local Resident Discounts 

574 North End Road, 

Fulham SW6 ILY 
Tel: 020 75S5 1500 
Emailxwentsa thcluckypigco.uk 




THE CAPTAIN COOK 
PUB AND HOTEL 


Nestled down on Dawes Road. Uus newly refurbished pub 
has everything one could want from a local watering hole - 
great staff gorgeous brer garden and sensational food 
As well as live music, quiz njgh* and a Sunday roast you! 
want to write home about. We've also jus* opened our 8 
bedroom boutique hoed so if you’ve got fhends and family 
visiting it's an ideal place to put them up. If you haven't 
already, pop in and see us! 

205-205 Dawes Rd, London SW6 7QY 
Tel: 020 75SI 4975 
Thecaptaincook.com 
infoid thecaptaincook.com 


DREAM HOME 

^ DESIGN 
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The world of Dream Home Design furniture o all about fun and diversity of design 
We offer contemporary and classic ftirmture enabling you to make your home unique. 

Upholstered furniture 

Various models of sofas, corner sofas, sofa beds, armchairs. chain, beds and headboards 
Apart from our standard collections available on our weteite and in our show room we are 
able to produce all types of upholstered furniture. From classic to modem - in different 
comforts of seats just as you like 

Great variety of fabrics and leather, washable and stain resistant fabrics We can also use 
your own fabric. 

Bespoke furniture 

We offer you a foil service in bespoke furniture - from furniture design and planning to 
Installation 

• Integrated A Sliding Wardrobe Doors 

• Libraries, Tv units, Bathroom Suites 

• Kitchens in modem or traditional styles 

We work in a wide range of materials from solid wood, to veneers in 
many different finches. glass, minors, high glossy* painted mdf, stainless 
seed and metal allowing us to design for you and produce furniture for 
your individual needs. We believe qualtfy furniture should be affordable 
and selecting the right materials enable us to meet your budget. 
Offering free home visits we can alwavsdiscu® your ideas wrvhout any 
Obligations to purchase 

Come and visit our showroom at 293 New King's Road , SW6 4RE London Tel 020 3659 90S7 

www.dreamhomedesign.co.uk 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 



■ EATING ON THE JOB: One of the English Longhorn cows that is helping Kensington and Chelsea Council maintain wild flower meadows. 

Council makes a meal of conservation work 


KENSINGTON and Chelsea Coun¬ 
cil has called in the cows to help 
conservation ‘mooves’ to manage 
wild flower areas in Holland Park. 

Two English Longhorns, called 
Nimbus and Neija, will stay in the 
park for a fortnight and eat their 
way through tough grass and flow¬ 
ers and, in the process, encourage 
the development of wildflower 
meadows. 

English Longhorns are renowned 
for their docile nature and rough 
grazing abilities. Where other cattle 
would turn up their noses the Long¬ 
horn tucks in to nettles, coarse 
grasses, wild flowers and thistles. 

“Wildflower meadows are a val¬ 
ued part of the British countryside 
and are sadly one of our fastest dis¬ 


appearing habitats,” said a Council 
spokeswoman. 

“As a result, many native wild- 
flowers are in decline and some 
have almost disappeared. The 
meadows, which support birds and 
small mammals, are also home to 
many invertebrates including but¬ 
terflies, grasshoppers, bees and 
even rare moths. 

“The cows will graze in the 
aboretum and oak enclosures and 
will disturb the soil and bulbs. In 
the long term this will benefit the 
bulbs encouraging them to flower 
more vigorously in the following 
seasons.” 

This is the third year that English 
Longhorn cows have been used in 
Holland Park. In the past British 


Saddleback pigs have grazed in the 
park for up to two months which 
also helped with the management 
of the meadow area. 

Residents who want to see the 
heifers can find them in the enclo¬ 
sure adjoining the Kyoto garden 
near Lord Holland’s pond and 
statue. 

■ Stockman John Philips from 
Maydencroft Farm, Hertfordshire 
will give a talk on Monday 24 Au¬ 
gust in Holland Park on the use of 
Longhorn cows in conservation 
grazing projects. 

■ If you would like to find out 
more about the use of cattle in con¬ 
servation projects come along to 
John Philip’s talk at 6pm, meet by 
Lord Holland’s statue. 


■ For more information on this 
project please email ecology, cen- 
tre@rbkc.gov.uk 

■ Longhorns are one of the oldest 
and largest of the British native 
breeds and are renowned for their 
docility, strong maternal instincts 
and rough grazing abilities. 

■ Originally used as oxen to 
plough the land the Longhorn rose 
to fame as a superior beef animal in 
the 1700s but in the early 1900s the 
breed fell out of favour. 

■ The modern rise of the Long¬ 
horns is attributed to a change in 
farming methods, with some farm¬ 
ers preferring a less intensive rear¬ 
ing and grazing system in which the 
slow maturing and more maternal 
breeds rule supreme. 


Pensions expert to 
help fund housing 
and infrastructure 

THE Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, has ap¬ 
pointed Edi Truell as his advisor on pensions and 
investments, to drive forward collaboration be¬ 
tween public sector pension funds and invest the 
proceeds in infrastructure and housing in London 
and across the country. 

The Mayor believes that amalgamating some of 
the country’s numerous public-sector pension funds 
and creating a Citizens’ Wealth Fund would save 
billions of pounds through greater efficiencies, 
lower fees and improved returns. These funds could 
then be invested in homes, roads, railways, power 
stations and airports and help cover the cost of the 
UK’s ageing population. 

Edi Truell has taken 
up the unpaid position 
to advance the cause of 
pension consolidation 
across the Local Gov¬ 
ernment Pension 

Scheme and public sec¬ 
tor pension funds more 
generally. 

The Mayor and 
Leader of Lancashire 
County Councillor, Jen¬ 
nifer Mein have also an¬ 
nounced that Mr Truell 
will establish an advisory board for the newly-cre¬ 
ated Lancashire and London Pensions Partnership, 
the £10bn partnership between the London Pen¬ 
sions Fund Authority and the Lancashire County 
Pension Fund. 

Mr Truell has over 30 years of financial services 
experience including leadership positions in bank¬ 
ing, private equity, pensions, insurance and debt in¬ 
vestment. He was a driving force behind the 
transformation of the LPFA and the creation of the 
LLPP and he will resign from his position as Chair¬ 
man of the LPFA on September 1st in order to take 
up his new roles. 

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, said: 
“Edi’s leadership of the London Pensions Fund Au¬ 
thority has been a great success and the work that 
he has done so far to consolidate our funds with our 
Lancashire counterparts is a triumph of service to 
public finance. If we now use this new partnership 
as a blueprint for further pooling of pension funds, 
we could have a war chest worth hundreds of bil¬ 
lions of pounds and access to the kind of invest¬ 
ment opportunities which have until now been the 
preserve of foreign sovereign wealth funds.” 



■ Edi Truell. 


Cost of policing Assange stalemate hits 
£12million - and there’s no end in sight 


THE cost of the police watch on 
Julian Assange has been so huge 
that it could have paid for an extra 
600 bobbies on the beat of the 
borough of Kensington and 
Chelsea. 

And now residents and taxpayers 
footing the £10,400-a-day price of 
policing the pavement outside the 
Ecuador Embassy in Knightsbridge 
face the possibility of still paying out 
for the next 50 years. 

The 44-year-old Australian fugitive 
founder of the WikiLeaks website has 
been holed up at the embassy since 
June 2012. 

Next Tuesday, August 25th, the cost 
of keeping police outside the embassy 
to arrest him if he should try to leave 
will reach £12 million. 

Although Mr Assange had some re¬ 
lief last week when a Swedish probe 
into sexual assault allegations against 


• By GEOFF BAKER 

geoff@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


him ran out of time because of the 
statutes of limitations, he still faces 
rape allegations which, unless re¬ 
tracted, will continue as that statute of 
limitations allows five more years be¬ 
fore the case can no longer be pursued. 

But even if the rape allegations and 
a European arrest warrant are dropped 
Mr Assange may not be free to go. 

Besides facing arrest for jumping 
bail, Mr Assange has said that he would 
not leave the embassy without a guar¬ 
antee from the UK Government that he 
would have safe passage to Ecuador to 
claim political asylum. 

Such a guarantee would cause a 
major diplomatic row between the 
Government and America - where the 
whistleblower is most wanted with a 
view to prosecution under the Espi¬ 


onage Act - and is highly unlikely to 
ever happen, meaning that unless he 
wants to take his chances Mr Assange 
could be stuck squatting in Knights¬ 
bridge for good. 

The cost of the police operation 
around Mr Assange has already been 
slammed by leading London politi¬ 
cians. 

The Mayor of London, Boris John¬ 
son, said: “It’s absolutely ridiculous. 
That money should be spent on front¬ 
line policing. It’s completely wasted.” 

Baroness Jenny Jones, deputy chair 
of the Police & Crime Committee at the 
London Assembly, has called for the 
police cordon to be called off. 

She said: “The policing bill for keep¬ 
ing one man holed up in an embassy 
has reached yet more ridiculous pro¬ 
portions. The Government has yet to 
explain why taxpayers have to pay for 
this. It’s time to end the stalemate and 
stand down the officers.” 


The public’s money spent on main¬ 
taining the police sentries outside the 
embassy near Harrods could have gone 
to making Kensington and Chelsea a 
much safer place. 

The borough currently has 416 offi¬ 
cers on its beat but the local force could 
have been bolstered to more than 
1 , 000 . 

With a constable’s pay at around 
£20,000, the £12 million Assange bill 
could have funded the recruitment of 
up to 600 more officers. 

Alternatively, the money would have 
bought 10 million meals for the needy 
or 47,000 hospital beds for one night, 
or vaccinations for 60,000 children or 
550 teachers salaried for one year. 

Mr Assange lives in a converted 
back office in the 10-room apartment 
that makes up the embassy. He has a 
bedroom and a kitchenette and has 
been provided with a computer, tread¬ 
mill and a sun-lamp. 





■ CONTROVERSY: Julian Assange con¬ 
tinues to frustrate legal authorities. 
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Prince of 
starkness 


Charles: change how we farm or we perish 


IN 1995 Prince Charles 
gave a brave and radical 
speech in which he warned 
that if we did not act 
against the industrialising 
of our agriculture, the 
spread of pesticides and 
the interests of the agro¬ 
chemical companies, we 
were going to get into a lot 
of trouble. 


By Geoff Baker 


Nobody listened much. 

Perhaps they will listen now 
as Charles has returned to his 
stark warning with an even 
starker one - we’ve got to act 
or we’re going to get dead. 

That is the blunt message 
that the Prince of Wales has 
now spelled out for Britain and 
the world - change the way we 


farm or the human race will 
perish. 

Biodiversity was Charles’s 
theme in his speech to Minis¬ 
ters, scientists and farmers 20 
years ago. It’s a confusing 
word and at the time he joked 
that some thought it referred to 
a new form of washing powder. 
In fact it means the variety of 
different types of life found on 

TURN TO PAGE 14 


■ ROYAL RECOGNITION: The Queen meets 
veteran George Reynolds at the Church of St 
Martin in the Fields, Trafalgar Square, during 
Saturday's VJ Day commemorations. 

Picture: REX/ Shutterstock 


SHOE REPAIRS AND 
KEY CUTTING AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES 
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Leather Shoe 
Refurbishment 

• While-You-Wait 
Key Cutting Service 

Rompski of Fulham 

A Est. 1955 
613a Fulham Road, 
London SW6 5UQ 
Tel: 020 7731 3270 
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A warning on the future of farming ... 


Charles: we 
risk ending 
life on earth 


FROM PAGE 13 

earth and, most importantly, how 
they work with each other to sup¬ 
port ecosystems that, in total, sup¬ 
port life on the planet. 

If we mess with how they work 
with each other, we risk ending 
life on earth. Which is exactly 
what is happening in Britain now; 
by continuing to industrialise the 
way we grow our always-avail- 
able, season-less supermarket 
food we are now eating in the 
last-chance diner. 

It could have been different. 
Governments could have heeded 
Charles’s warning of 20 years 
back, they could have actioned 
environmental concerns to take 
precedence over economic issues. 
But they didn’t, the relentless 
drive for more profit by growing 
more pest-resistant, out-of-season 
food at whatever cost to ecology 
bulldozed on. 

Tragically - and it is tragic, the 
coming death of mankind blind to 
its own suicide - Charles pre¬ 
dicted this 20 years of heads in 
the sand when he made that 
speech to the International Biodi¬ 
versity Seminar at Lancaster 
House. He saw the fatal indolence 
of Whitehall and Westminster 
coming. 

“Having met more than a few 
Environment Ministers in my 
time, I can tell you that the prob¬ 
lem is the same all over the 
world. The relevant plans are 
written, or at least led, by Envi¬ 
ronment Departments, yet any 
measure of success will be heav¬ 
ily dependent on what happens - 
or doesn’t happen - in Depart¬ 
ments of Agriculture, Forestry 


and Transport - not to mention 
Treasuries,” Charles said, pre- 
sciently. 

“Integrating environmental re¬ 
quirements with such potentially 
conflicting functions is difficult 
enough at the best of times, but 
becomes impossible when envi¬ 
ronmental issues are seen as in¬ 
convenient obstacles to be 
by-passed with as little disruption 
as possible to normal service. 

“I have often wondered 
whether a tame environmental 
expert working in each depart¬ 
ment might not make a differ¬ 
ence, but for some strange reason 
it has never been a popular sug¬ 
gestion. Why not have a biodiver¬ 
sity adviser in each department?” 

Of course it hasn’t happened, 
of course profit and economic 
growth has been stupidly given 
greater importance. Who cares if 
our great-great grandchildren will 
starve just so long as we can have 
more money now? 

But Charles cares and now he 
has pledged to campaign for the 
penny to drop for the Whitehall 
dunderheads who are driving us 
to the brink of destruction. 


In a new and landmark inter¬ 
view with the BBC’s On Your 
Farm, the Prince admitted that al¬ 
though it upsets and annoys him 
that the blinkered authorities still 
don’t listen, he will keep on - to 
his deathbed - to try ensure that 
they do. 

“It can be very frustrating, yes, 
and I rather hope that before I fi¬ 
nally shuffle off this mortal coil 
that there is some movement in 
being able to create the right con¬ 
ditions [for a better way],” said 
Charles. 

Rolling his sleeves up to attack 
the Government’s friends in 
chemical, pesticide and genetic- 
engineering companies - some 
of whom were recently allowed 
by Whitehall to start spraying 
rape fields again despite the over¬ 
whelming evidence of the dan¬ 
gers to bees - Charles 
courageously proposed a system 
of fines that the authorities won’t 
want to be put about. 

“The polluters should pay,” he 
said, speaking up for every parent 
who distrusts the production of 
non-organic. “There should be a 
form of accounting for the envi¬ 



From cheeky monkeys 
to leaping lemurs, noisy 
otters to snuffling coatis, 
who will you come face 
to face with? 

PLUS our fun play 
area for kids of all ages! 


Battersea Park, Chelsea Bridge Gate 
Battersea London SW114NJ 
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we’re passionate about wildlife 


ronmental and health costs we are 
creating.” 

Charles is in no doubt about 
those costs and nor should we be 
- they are simple to add up: by 
destroying biodiversity by max¬ 
imising food production we are 
going to destroy ourselves. 

“Biodiversity means the vari¬ 
ety of life on which we all de¬ 
pend. The difficulty is that we’ve 
been taught that we don’t depend 
on this,” warned the Prince. “But 
I think, and I’ve been trying to 
say this for a long time, that you 
have to put an economic value on 
what Nature gives us. 

“For so many hundreds of 
years we’ve pushed Nature into 
the background, we’ve exploited, 
we’ve taken and we’ve put noth¬ 
ing back. And we somehow 
imagine that we are separate from 
Nature, that it exists somewhere 
else and that we can go on ex¬ 
ploiting. We need to have an inte¬ 
grated approach to rural 
development. I happen to think 
that the small farmer, the small¬ 
holder, is essential to the mainte¬ 
nance of food security, it can’t all 
be done by gigantic corporations 
and agri-businesses. Some of 
them try but a lot of them are not 
interested in biodiversity. 

“I would argue that the modem 
industrialised system of farming 
isn’t sustainable in the long mn, 
which is why all those years ago 
I decided to opt for an agro-eco- 
logical approach to farming, be¬ 
cause that approach maintains so 
many things which are vital to 
our long-term survival.” 

Meadows are what we need, 
for starters. Proper meadows with 
flowers and grasses and the in¬ 
sects they sustain are vital to the 
eco-balance. And yet for decades 
our meadows have been ploughed 
up, hedgerows obliterated, flora 
and insects destroyed by chemi¬ 
cals, in the march for bigger fields 
for growing greater crops. 

Since the 1930s - when the in¬ 
dustrialisation of agriculture 
began - 97 per cent of British 
meadows have been lost. Ninety 
seven per cent. It takes an after¬ 
noon to plough up and destroy a 
meadow, it takes 25 years for one 
to grow back fully recovered. 

But whilst Whitehall and the 
Government play at paying lip 
service to the threat of the loom¬ 
ing eco-disaster, Prince Charles is 
showing them how they should be 
acting with his own Coronation 
Meadow initiative. He launched 
the Coronation Meadows plan in 
2012, his aim being to establish 60 
wildflower meadows - one in 
every county in the kingdom. 

“Nostalgia is all that we are left 
with at the moment to do with 
meadows in the UK,” said 
Charles. “Hence the Coronation 
Meadow initiative. The idea being 
that that’s the best way to reintro¬ 
duce the pollinating insects and 
bees that everybody is so worried 
about now and which are disap¬ 
pearing everywhere. The way to 
do it is quite simple - create the 
wild flower meadows.” 

Although he originally set out 
to establish 60 meadows, now the 
Prince is suggesting that the Gov¬ 
ernment should act to ensure that 
there is a meadow on every farm. 

So how can we in an inner-city 
help with a problem that seems all 
about farms? We can start with the 
shopping - shun the supermarkets 
this weekend and instead shop for 
organic at the farmers’ markets 
which are in every borough in 
London. It’s a small step but if 
steps like these are not taken the 
consequence will be a catastrophe. 



■ COMRADES REUNITED: Prince Philip meets Far East veteran 
John Dean, who served on the same ship as the Duke during 
the war. Photo REX Shutterstock 



■ HERO'S STORY: Sophie, Countess of Wessex, talks to one of 
the war veterans honoured during Saturday's VJ Day 70th 
anniversary memorial events. Photo REX Shutterstock 



■ VJ DAY PARTY: Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, dances with 
94-year-old Royal Navy veteran Jim Booth, from Taunton, 
Somerset. Photo REX Shutterstock 
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..and a moment of remembrance 


ROYAL LONDON 


Forgotten no more, heroes march 


by Geoff Baker 

I T was the last of 
marches, it was the best 
of marches. It was the 
march that they were de¬ 
nied 70 years ago when 
they returned home from 
the Far East to silence and 
were told by authorities 
not to talk about what they 
had endured. 

And so until Saturday they 
had still suffered; not only a 
Forgotten Army but a gagged 
one, brave men and women for¬ 
bidden their say on what had 
happened all of that time ago 
when they were young and 
their nation did not want to lis¬ 
ten. 

But on a day in London 
which dominated Britain and 
was watched the world over, 
the heroes of the Victory over 
Japan finally won their rightful 
salute as The Queen led the 
capital to stand, cheer and wipe 
tears of pride in tribute, honour¬ 
ing at last the veteran soldiers, 
prisoners of war and all those 
whose lives were changed for¬ 
ever so that ours would remain 
free. 

“We stand in awe of those 
who were tried in ways greater 
than we can imagine so that we 
would know peace,” said Dr 
Sam Wells, the vicar of St Mar- 
tin’s-In-The Fields, as he per¬ 
fectly summarised what VJ 
Day 70 was all about. 

They are in their mid¬ 
nineties now, the brave Allied 
warriors who, from Tommy 
At kin s to Prince Philip, won us 
the great deliverance from 
tyranny, and their day will 
never be marked like this again. 

And so, sensing this, they 
marched through Whitehall 
with full hearts and a spirit re¬ 
flecting the dignity of their 
proudest hour; in wheelchairs 
and on sticks, some bent by 
age, some still with arms 
swinging in time with the 
rhythm of the pipes and drums 
that led the parade of those 
freedom fighters who shaped 


PARADE OF HEROES: The 70th anniversary VJ Day march at the Cenotaph in Whitehall on Saturday. 


Photo RayTang/REX Shutterstock 


the world in which we live 
today. 

They are the best of us, 
Prince Charles reminded; we, 
who have had it so easy and so 
peaceful because of their 
courage and sacrifice, will 
never know their like again. 

|f|Those told to forget 
have now taught 
us to remember «V 

And so every young man in 
the uniforms of their guard of 
honour - from the Coldstream 
Guards to the Royal Marines to 
the Gurkhas - stood ramrod to 
attention as behind them 
crowds of Londoners and 
tourists put out their arms for 
the privilege of shaking the 


hands of heroes. And on this, 
one of the most profoundly 
moving days of the 25,550 days 
of peace which they won us, 
former enemies were united in 
their message: “It is a day to re¬ 
solve never to go to such war 
ever again,” said the Japanese 
Ambassador. “The key phrase 
is Test we forget’”, said one 
much-medalled wearer of the 
Burma Star. 

Those who were told to for¬ 
get have now taught us to re¬ 
member; to remember the folly 
of following tyrants, to learn 
from the waste of the lives of 
millions and to respect the 
glory of the human spirit to be 
free. 

The last march will ensure 
that the lesson is never forgot¬ 
ten again. 



■ REMEMBRANCE: The Queen arrives at St Martin's-ln-The-Fields Church. Above: The Rev 
Canon Stanlon, Canon of Westminster, with Prince Charles and Camilla, Duchess of Cornwall, 
and Sir Stephen Lamport, Receiver General, walk to the gardens. Photos REX/Shutterstock 
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CHRIS IS RACING TO 


BEAT PARKINSON'S 



JOIN HIM 

Royal Parks Foundation Half Marathon 
Sunday 11 October 2015 

Be a champion like Chris - reach for the finish 
line and raise funds to get us closer to a cure. 

parkinsons.org.uk/royalparkshm 
020 7963 3914 

© Parkinson's UK, April 2015 (RD1771). Registered charity in England and Wales (258197) 
and Scotland (SC037554). 
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CHANGE ATTITUDES. 
FIND A CURE. 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Iconic late-night broadcast to get Proms treatment 


Thinking man’s rock mentor 
guides us to the darker side 



■ BRANCHING OUT: Jarvis Cocker Picture Nick Cunard/REX Shutterstock 


by Geoff Baker 


A COUPLE of nights ago I was 
listening to a re-run of Jarvis 
Cocker’s Wireless Nights and I 
must have nodded off - the point 
of the show, according to Jarvis - 
and fell into a nightmare in which 
he was announced on the news as 
being the latest opportunist to join 
Strictly Come Dancing. 

In my dream, Jarvis was dancing 
with a badger and, egged on by BBC 
floor managers holding up huge plac¬ 
ards saying ‘Please Cheer!’, the crowd 
in the TV studio were going mad for it. 
When it came to the judges’ comments, 
Bruno Tonioli said it was the greatest 
performance that Strictly had ever seen 
and everybody gave Jarvis 10. In the 
comer of the studio, being bustled out 
in an arm-lock by security, a stmggling 
little boy was shouting “This is insan¬ 
ity! ’ as the heavies fought to put a hand 
over his mouth. 

I woke up very disturbed and imme¬ 
diately went online to discover if this 
horror story was tme; had the absolute 
sell-out actually happened, was rock’s 
great thinker caving in to join the un¬ 
seemly msh of people previously never 
known for their dancing to the facelift 
show where careers are airbmshed and 
re-sculpted for no apparent point other 
than to celebrate celebrity? 

As it happens, it was not Jarvis but 
another J that my subconscious had 
been thinking of - Jeremy Vine, the 
former Panorama presenter and Radio 
2 host who had that day been an¬ 
nounced as the first contestant for the 
new Strictly season. 

“How could I say no to the biggest 
show in TV? Yes, yes, yes and yes 
again to the sequins and the samba! 
Now I just need to find some dancing 
shoes and identify my left foot,” Je¬ 
remy had apparently gushed on the 
Chris Evans Show when normal pro¬ 
gramming was interrupted to bring us 
this important announcement. 

Jarvis could have told him how to 
say no. He could have told him how to 
say it in the same way that Jarvis did 
some while back when somebody to¬ 
tally out of touch with reality asked the 
former Pulp front-man to appear on 
that other career-resuscitating show, 
I’m A Celebrity Get Me Out Of Here. 

“I told them where to go,” said 
Jarvis, admirably, “I can’t think of any¬ 
thing worse.” 

Fame is in a bad way these days. No 
longer an achievement that is predi¬ 
cated upon talent and accomplishment, 
it is now almost entirely awarded ac¬ 
cording to recognition. And within a 
foundry like the BBC where fame is in¬ 
dustrially generated, the likes of 
Strictly and I’m A Celebrity have an im¬ 
portant role as a breakers’ yard; when 
your recognition falters you can take 
your old career there and have it re¬ 
hashed as brilliantly as the capped teeth 
that celebrities expect us to believe that 
they were bom with. 

The defence of agents, managers and 
publicists who are employed because 
when you achieve stardom you appar¬ 
ently lose the ability to speak for your¬ 


self is that “doing Strictly ” is admirable 
because “it’s doing something differ¬ 
ent”. Few think that their justification 
begs the question, “but is it doing 
something good, something worth¬ 
while?” 

Jarvis, never a man likely to star in 
an Asda commercial, is now about to 
yet again show that there is a better 
way to use one’s fame, to do something 
different but to do what is classy, artis¬ 
tic and worthwhile. 

On September 10 he is to join the 
cast of this season of Proms when he 
brings his Wireless Nights to the Royal 
Albert Hall. In the last of this year’s 
Proms collaborations with six of the 
BBC national radio stations and BBC 
Music, his hugely-popular Radio 4 


show will become a live concert expe¬ 
rience, pairing music and spoken word 
inspired by the night, with Jarvis doing 
the whispering and Maxime Tortelier 
conducting the BBC Philharmonic. 

The event will be a sell-out - at the 
box office, as opposed to a career-killer 
- as it is a must for the many fans of his 
late-night radio show which is rarely 
presented at above a soothing whisper. 
A lullaby blend of catatonic music and 
strange dark tales - recently he was in 
Sweden talking to a neighbour of an 
old woman who had died alone and 
was eaten by her 45 cats - Wireless 
Nights works like an aural laudanum, 
mellow, mesmerising and mind-open¬ 
ing. 

In the same way that that great old 


broadcaster Brian Johnston could en¬ 
chant his audience by coaxing out the 
tales of ordinary folk, as opposed to the 
modem, garish format of stars inviting 
yet more stars onto shows to preen and 
promote themselves predictably, Jarvis 
is still cheerleading for the salt of the 
earth, championing the stories of the 
everyday as finely as he did years ago 
with the cutting cynicism of Common 
People, the Pulp hit which became an 
anthem of Britpop. 

Of course, as a champion of the peo¬ 
ple Jarvis will always be best known 
for best defining the pricking of the 
pomposity of the emperor’s new 
clothes when he pricked pop’s most de¬ 
luded emperor, Michael Jackson, at the 
1996 Brit Awards. Righteously-irritated 
that the face of plastic surgery was 
showcasing his latest hit by performing 
messianically with a choir of children 
and a rabbi, Jarvis stormed the stage in 
protest and, in a dreadful indictment of 
how even the police will worship the 
famous solely because they are famous, 
got arrested for it and briefly detained. 

“My actions were a form of protest 
at the way Michael Jackson sees him¬ 
self as some kind of Christ-like figure 
with the power of healing,” he said af¬ 
terwards, as the rock press called for 
him to be knighted and Noel Gallagher 
said he should be given an MBE for it. 

Naturally, Jackson fans objected - as 
they did again a decade later when 
Jarvis, appearing on the BBC’s Ques¬ 
tion Time, honestly and accurately 
opined that the death of the King of 
Pop had been over-hyped. When chal¬ 
lenged on the programme over what he 
objected to about Michael Jackson at 
the time of the BRIT Awards incident, 
he reiterated his earlier comments 
about Jackson and Christ. 

Pressed further - “Otherwise as a 
performer you thought he was a ge¬ 
nius?” - Jarvis came back with one of 
rock’s best perspectives - “Well, he in¬ 
vented the moonwalk.” 

Ironically, his BRIT Awards protest 
against the ludicrous adoration of 
celebrity created its own monster for 
himself; suddenly the working class 
hero from the Sheffield scene was 
front-page news, and he loathed it. 

“That was when it all went wrong 
for me. It was my own fault obviously 
for drawing attention to myself in such 
a way,” he told the NME. “On a per¬ 
sonal level, the level of celebrity that 
came with that was just not good for 
me. 

“Some people thrive on it but I hated 
it. When you’ve been in a tabloid, bus 
drivers recognise you. Before that, I 
knew I could only get recognised if I 
hung around the indie section of HMV. 

“But once you’ve crossed over into 
that kind of other territory you’re kind 
of like Jordan, but without the breasts. 
Everybody recognises you. It does your 
head in. Especially as a lot of my writ¬ 
ing was based on eavesdropping. I 
couldn’t eavesdrop on people anymore 
because everyone was staring at me.” 

Fortunately - as we need at least 
some stars to tell it as it is - the experi¬ 
ence did not put him in the luvvie chat 
show circus and instead helped propel 
him to acclaim in most of the much that 
he does - including on radio everything 


from guest-editing the Today pro¬ 
gramme to his own award-winning 
Radio 6 show The Sunday Service, to 
journalism, editor-at-large for Faber & 
Faber, acting, video directing, writing 
for the soundtrack of Harry Potter and 
the Goblet of Fire, and appearing 
briefly in the film as lead singer of The 
Weird Sisters, narrating Prokofiev’s 
Peter and the Wolf at the Festival Hall 
and writing and performing collabora¬ 
tions with more artists than you can 
shake a stick at. 

Also, and as importantly, he has re¬ 
mained a role-model for those young 
people entering the music business 
with the belief that there has to be more 
substance to it than winning the phone 
vote of people who drink Red Bull. 

As another glitzy example of tabloid 
television is poised to return for another 
run of creating “stars” that you’ve 
largely forgotten about the morning 
after, the young with real talent would 
do well to heed what he said about The 
XFactor a little while ago. 

“It’s not music, is it?” he told Short- 
List magazine. “I don’t want to sound 
like a fuddy-duddy, but to me it’s 
everything I don’t agree with. The 
thing that makes good music is that 
idea that somebody stumbles upon 
something or just through their enthu¬ 
siasm and energy they invent some¬ 
thing by accident. 

“That’s where all great music has 
come from. Probably all great art if 
we’re honest. And the idea on The X 
Factor that these experts come in and 
tell you how to do it, how to style your¬ 
self and everything else... 

“Also, look at the level of the ex¬ 
perts. In a world where Louis Walsh 
can be considered an expert, some¬ 
thing’s wrong. I hate that because then 
it makes kids think that there’s a proper 
way to be a pop star, like there’s a for¬ 
mula, it’s rubbish.” 

What most certainly isn’t rubbish is 
Wireless Nights. Although, with typical 
self-effacement, he says: “If it helps 
people nod off, I’ll take it as a compli¬ 
ment”, the series is growing more and 
more fans of much the same sort as 
those John Peel attracted when he 
began presenting Home Truths, a gentle 
cult of the more discerning who have 
been turned off by that show’s transfor¬ 
mation into the over-breezy Saturday 
Live. 

As The Independent recently wrote 
of Wireless Nights: “These aural por¬ 
traits of people’s everyday lives are 
startling and wonderful. There is rarely 
any glamour to these tales and yet they 
are as strange and unlikely and other¬ 
worldly as if we’d passed through the 
wardrobe into Narnia. 

“They are the best kind of bedtime 
stories - heart-warming and yet tinged 
with darkness.” 

How the enchanting format will 
translate to a late performance [it starts 
at 10.15pm] with orchestra at the Albert 
Hall will be fascinating to discover and 
if there are any tickets left, grab one, 
for it will be a very special night. 

■ Jarvis Cocker's Wireless Nights at 
The Proms,The Royal Albert Hall, 
September 10. Tickets 
www. roya I a I be rt h a 11 .co m 
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IovelySBriush 


Lovely and British stocks a unique and eclectic 
mix of upcycled and new British designed 
creations. From furniture, art, bags, jewellery to 
a huge selection of greeting cards, and 
much much more. We hold more than 1000. 


different products. 

The idea behind the shop is that there 
is a story behind everything in our 
shop whether that be the person who 
designs and makes them or/and the 
product itself. 

Its a perfect place to find a gift for the 
person who has everything or just spoil 
yourself. 


132a Bermondsey Street, London SE1 3TX 
Tel: 020 7378 6570 
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WHISKEY GINGER 

ARCH 2, GREEN DRAGON COURT, LONDON SE1 
0207 407 3058 

We are an established bespoke burger and cocktail bar within the 
historic borough. We pride ourselves on our carefully selected 
produce from the UK and Ireland, fine rare breed and traditional 
meats, local craft beers and a vast whiskey collection. All sitting 
under the railways surrounded by the hustle and bustle of 
borough market with stunning Panoramic views to enjoy. 
www.whiskeyginger.co.uk 





Holly&Lil The Collar Makers are celebrating their 10th Birthday this year! 

The philosophy behind Holly&Lil is to combine the 
British tradition of quality handmade leatherwork 
with a keen design edge which, we believe, no 
other company can match. Handmade in London 
for 'proper' dogs of all sizes who love mud 
wallowing, fox poo rolling and swimming - yet 
still want to look gorgeous. Exciting new collections 
are introduced every season and Holly&Lil also offers a 'Make Me One' Bespoke 
service used by people who want their dogs collars to be unique. 

Come visit our Flagship store in Bermondsey St and see all our collar collections 
plus we have fabulous handmade beds, bowls, treats and other goodies we've nc 

» n for in the webshop. We have created a map that shows 
r ou the dog friendly restaurants and bars and shops in our 
street., over 34 of them! Get a free Map in our shop. 

^ We are open Monday to Sunday; see contact us online 
Y for details or visit our NEW Holly&Lil The Collar 
Makers & The Groomers, (award winners) at 90 Tower 
Bridge Road. 

www.holly&lil.co.uk Tel: 0203 287 3024 

The Groomers, 90 Tower Bridge Road, London SE1 4TP 
The Collar Makers, 103 Bermondsey St, London SE1 3XB 
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It’s a fat revolution 


The food and 
drink page for 
West London 


I N terms of kitchen ‘outlaws’, 
sugar has completely overtaken 
fat as public enemy number one. 
In fact, fat has been making something 
of a comeback in recent years, and the 
latest advocates to sing its praises are 
sports scientist and marathon runner 
Professor Tim Noakes, nutritionist Sally 
Ann-Creed and chef and open ocean 
swimmer Jonno Proudfoot. 

Their book, The Real Meal Revolution , 
has taken South Africa by storm and has 
just landed on UK shores, promising to 
help people lose weight without giving 
up all that juicy meat, butter and cream. 

There is a catch, though - carbs are 
strictly off the menu. 

This low-carbohydrate, high-fat 
(LCHF) plan has similarities with the 
Paleo diet, in that it advocates a return to 
eating what our ancient ancestors, the 
hunter-gatherers, ate some 200,000 years 
ago - before we started cultivating grains. 
It also draws heavily on the Banting diet 
devised by British undertaker William 
Banting, who famously gave up the carb- 
rich eating habits of the Victorians in the 
1860s to cure himself of obesity. 

Of course, low or no-carb/high fat and 
protein diets have always been somewhat 
controversial, attracting both fierce critics 
and fans. 

Prof Noakes, however, is convinced 
that this eating regime has benefited his 
own health. 

“We’ve been raised to believe that 
cholesterol, caused by eating too much 
fat, causes diseases, and that every 
disease in the book is linked to a high-fat 
diet. It turns out that’s completely 
wrong,” claims Noakes, who has Type 2 
diabetes but, at 66, says he’s running like 
a 40-year-old. 

“What’s killing us is having elevated 
blood insulin concentrations all the time, 
and that is caused by high-carbohydrate 
diets and it’s exacerbated in people like 
myself, who have insulin resistance. 
Insulin resistance is the most prevalent 
medical condition in the world, it 
dwarves everything else.” 

To devise their recipes, Proudfoot drew 
up three lists - green, orange and red - of 
foods people should eat in abundance, be 
wary of and avoid altogether, with meat, 
cheese and leafy greens all on the green 
list; fruit, nuts and root veggies on the 
orange list and all flour, grains, cake, rice, 
pasta, sugar, potatoes and even peas on 
the red list. 

So popular has it been in South Africa, 
that supermarkets have struggled to keep 
up with demand for Banting ingredients, 
including cauliflower, which forms the 
basis of several recipes, such as cauli- 
wraps, cauli-mash and cauli-rice. 

“There was a national cauliflower 
shortage,” says Proudfoot. “The price of 
cauliflower for 1kg used to be 50p and at 
one point, it went up to £4! One 
supermarket chain in particular now sells 
pre-packaged versions of some of our 
recipes, including cauli-rice. 

“I used to work in fine dining and 
make cauli-puree as a fancy alternative to 
mash - cauliflower is just as nutritious as 
other veggies but it has a variety of 
different uses, you can make it look like 
all other carbohydrates, which is good 
when you're coming off carbs.” 

Proudfoot had the idea for a cookbook 
when he was training to swim from 
Mozambique to Madagascar and wanted 
to chart his diet. He approached Prof 



■ CULINARY PIONEER: Jonno Proudfoot. 

Noakes and Creed, and together the three 
have come up with a radical attack on 
carbohydrates. 

As well as the obvious - ditching 
refined carbs like white bread and pasta - 
this trio takes it a hefty step further, 
suggesting wholegrains are cut too. Not 
that Prof Noakes is convinced they even 
really exist, mind you. 

“There’s no such thing as wholegrains, 
because you can’t digest them, that’s a 
marketing angle,” he says. “Our health 
deteriorated the minute we started eating 
grains. Our teeth went rotten, the bacteria 
in the mouth changed when we started 
eating carbs and then we lost height and 
we’ve only got back to the height we 
were 15,000 years ago in the last 20 or 30 
years, which is quite astonishing.” 

Instead of getting energy from carbs, 
The Real Meal Revolution aims to 
‘retrain’ the body to run on fat, which 
keeps you fuller for longer - meaning lots 
of butter, coconut oil, full-fat cream and 
cheese go into the recipes. But neither 
Proudfoot or Prof Noakes are concerned 
about cholesterol, with Proudfoot 
claiming: “If you look at the statistics, it’s 



■ TUCK IN: Warm haddock and 
cauliflower salad. 


clear it’s not an indicator of early death.” 

Whether or not you want to go full-on 
with the revolution, here is a recipe from 
the book to try at home... 

■ Please consult your doctor before 
embarking on any extreme diet change, 
especially if you have a health condition. 

WARM HADDOCK AND 
CAULIFLOWER SALAD WITH TAHINI 
DRESSING 

(Serves 2) 

For the dressing: 

4tbsp tahini 
Juice of 2 lemons 
1 garlic clove, minced 
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil 
Approx 100ml water 

For the salad: 
lOOg butter 

300g cauliflower, cut into small pieces 
300g smoked haddock 
60g toasted pine nuts 

Preheat the oven to 180C (Gas 4). 

Melt the butter in the microwave or in 
a small pan. Place the cauliflower in a 
small oven tray and drizzle with butter. 
Roast the cauliflower until it is golden 
on the edges, around 30 minutes. 

Add the haddock to the tray and 
return to the oven for about 10 
minutes. Remove from the oven, break 
the haddock up and give everything a 
good mix, either in a bowl or in the 
tray. Portion the salad onto plates and 
scatter with pine nuts. 

Combine all the dressing 
ingredients together in a small bowl 
and while mixing continuously, pour in 
the water until you reach a good 
pouring consistency. Drizzle over the 
salad before serving. 

Note: if you've been good with your 
carbs for the day, this is epic with some 
pomegranate seeds scattered over it. 




MARK HIX'S 
RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 


Grilled halloumi 
with romero peppers 
and red onions 


SERVES 4 

This is a dead simple one to do at a picnic. You could even pre-grill 
the onions and peppers at home if you wish, or just cook them in 
situ. If you can’t find the long red romero peppers then normal red 
peppers will do, just quartered. 

2 blocks of halloumi, cut into lcm thick slices 
4 romero peppers 

2 large red onions,peeled and cut into lcm thick slices 
Vegetable or corn oil for brushing 
l-2tbsp pomegranate molasses 
A few sprigs of Greek basil (bush basil), to serve 

Cook the peppers and onions on the barbecue, turning them every 
so often for about 4-5 minutes. Be careful turning the onions so 
they don't fall apart; a fish slice or wide palette knife is best for 
this. 

Once cooked arrange on a serving dish and spoon over a little of 
the pomegranate molasses. 

Lightly brush the halloumi with oil and barbecue for 30 seconds or 
so on each side. Arrange the cheese on the peppers and onions, 
spoon a little more molasses over, and scatter the basil on top. 



■ FAMILY FAVOURITE: Grilled haloumi with romero peppers and 
red onions - made to a recipe by Mark Hix. 
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Guest appearances can be perceptive 


Grand Hotel 

Southwark Playhouse **** 

THE Grand Hotel, Berlin, of¬ 
fers you a warm welcome if you 
visit the Southwark playhouse 
over the next few weeks. 

This wonderful new produc¬ 
tion, set in the late 1920s, an era 
filled with opulence and bur¬ 
geoning mistrust in the wake of 
political turmoil, has been 
brought to the stage under the 
much celebrated direction of 
Thom Sutherland and is set to 
be another big hit for the theatre 
which is known as one of the 
premier off-West End venues. 

Right from the first moment, 
the music and movement cap¬ 
tures the essence of the time 
with some wonderfully straight 
and stiff choreography by Lee 
Proud, signifying the two fac¬ 
tions in the foyer of the hotel, 
with staff and guests on oppos¬ 
ing sides. The dancing through¬ 
out is glorious, with the small 
staging area filled with ener¬ 
getic charlestons and graceful 
waltzes. 

The plot follows the many 
colourful and wanton characters 
who both work and visit this 
splendid establishment. From 
an impoverished baron, Scott 
Gamham, to the washed out yet 
adored prima ballerina, played 
by Christine Grimandi, we are 
invited to share in their lives 
and many trials. 

Gamham plays the debt rid¬ 
den aristocrat with an air of in¬ 
dolence and it takes a while to 
establish whether he is someone 
to be tmsted or just a crook out 
for his own satisfaction. He 
spends much of the play trying 
to placate his creditors, forming 
some quite unbelievable rela¬ 
tionships with other hotel occu¬ 
pants, particularly the aged 
dancer, Elizaveta (Grimandi), 
who is immediately swept off 
her feet by the younger man 
showering her with the attention 
she has so long craved. 

Grimandi is sublime as the 
silver screen style diva whose 
long forgotten hey-days are 
only being kept alive due to the 
needs of the company’s fi¬ 
nances and her assistant’s thirst 
that her beloved mistress re¬ 
mains a glorious idol. Played by 
Valerie Cutko, the unrequited 



■ HIGH TIME: Victoria Serra (Flaemmchen), 
left, main picture, with rest of the cast. Top: 
Scott Garnham. Above: Christine Grimandi and 
Garnham Photos Aviv Ron 



By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


love of the dresser is very 
touching and portrayed with 
both style and fortitude. 

This musical has a few lov¬ 
able underdogs, but most no¬ 
tably the sweaty consumption 
riddled book keeper Otto, 
George Rae, who you can’t help 
but love and who adds some 
much needed light to an other¬ 
wise quite dark and at times dry 
plot. Knowing his demise is im¬ 


minent, Otto seeks to experi¬ 
ence life and befriends both the 
baron and secretary Flaemm¬ 
chen, Victoria Serra, whose am¬ 
bition clouds many of her 
judgments - none more so than 
with struggling businessman 
Herman Preysing, whose grad¬ 
ual demise is frighteningly por¬ 
trayed by Jacob Chapman. 

Serra provides the musical 
highlight of the show in a very 
powerful performance with her 
rendition of Girl in the Mirror, 
and shows real stage prowess. 

The air of luxury is also lov¬ 
ingly captured through the or¬ 
chestrations played by an 
eight-piece band which sounds 
at times more like a symphony 
orchestra under the baton of 
Michael Bradley and expertly 
hidden in the ceiling. 

This a really beautifully 
staged adaptation which I’m 
sure will be one of the sum¬ 
mer’s hot tickets and a must-see 
for musical theatre fans. 

■ Grand Hotel runs until 
September 5 at the Southwark 
Playhouse 


Areola double bill a treat for music lovers 


INSIDE Intelligence concludes 
its 20th anniversary season at 
the Areola, as part of the 
Grimeborn Festival, with an 
exciting double bill - the 
European premiere of The 
Wanton Sublime by twice 
Grammy-nominated composer 
Tarik O'Regan (Heart of 
Darkness) and Peter Maxwell 
Davies'The Medium. 

The Wanton Sublime is a 
ground-breaking electro¬ 
acoustic work for 


mezzo-soprano and chamber 
ensemble, with a libretto 
adapted by feminist New York 
poet Anna Rabinowitz from her 
eponymous poetry collection. 

Considered to be Peter 
Maxwell Davies'most daring 
work. The Medium is a one-act 
opera for an unaccompanied 
singer. Both operas will be sung 
by Hai-Ting Chinn, who was a 
lead performer of the 2012- 
2014 world tour of Philip Glass' 
and Robert Wilson's 


expressionist masterpiece, 
Einstein on the Beach. 

Running alongside will be 
workshops made possible by 
funding from the National 
Lottery through Arts Council 
England and lead by 2014's X- 
Factor auditionee Ashley Slater 
in the hope that contemporary 
opera will become more 
accessible to a wider audience. 
Slater will be teaching young 
people how to write their own 
hit songs. 
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Importance of Being Earnest 
at the Vaudeville Theatre 

To November 7 

David Suchet stars as Lady Bracknell in Oscar 
Wilde's much loved masterpiece. Directed by 
Adrian Noble, Wilde's superb satire on Victorian 
manners is one of the funniest plays in the 
English language - the delightful repartee and 
hilarious piercing of hypocrisy and pomposity 
can still make you laugh out loud. Two bachelor 
friends, the adorable dandy Algernon Moncrieff 
and the utterly reliable John Worthing JP, lead 
double lives to court the attentions of the 
exquisitely desirable Gwendolyn Fairfax and 
Cecily Cardew. The gallants must then grapple 
with the riotous consequences of their 
deceptions, and with the formidable Lady 
Bracknell, www.importanceofearnest.com 

Exhibition of work by artist 
Irwin Crosthwait at Gray MCA 

September 17 to 22 

Unseen and redisovered works by the former 
Canadian war artist, fashion illustrator and 
modern painter Irwin'Bud'Crosthwait (1914 — 
1981), will go on sale in an unprecedented 
selling exhibition by Gray MCA in London this 
September. The exhibition will present the 
most extensive selection of works by 
Crosthwait in 45 years, from across Europe and 
North America, including many works that 
have never before been on public view. The 
exhibition will feature a total of more than 60 
original works ranging in price from £350- 
£10,000. Location: Gallery 8,8 Duke Street St 
James's London SW1Y 6BN. Opening hours: 
Thursday 17 September - 9.30am - 8.00pm; 
Friday 18 September, Saturday 19 September, 
Sunday 20 September, Monday 21 September, 
Tuesday 22 September - 9.30am - 6.30pm 

Buckingham Palace 
summer opening 

To September 27th 

Visit Buckingham Palace, the official London 
residence of the Queen, this summer. 
Buckingham Palace is one of the world's few 
remaining working royal palaces - don't miss 
the chance to see it. Explore the lavishly 
furnished State Rooms, containing some of the 
greatest treasures from the Royal Collection. 
Highlights include paintings by Rembrandt, 
Rubens, Vermeer and Poussin, Canaletto and 
Claude. Sculpture by Canova and Chantrey. 
Exquisite examples of Sevres porcelain. Some 
of the finest English and French furniture in the 
world. 

Sinatra: The Man and His Music 
at the London Palladium 

To October 10th 

The iconic music of Frank Sinatra is brought to 
life at one of the capital's most iconic venues in 
Sinatra:The Man and His Music at the London 
Palladium.This multi-media concert, which has 
the support and endorsement of the singer's 
family, marks the centenary of Sinatra's birth 
and features all of his greatest hits including Fly 


Me To The Moon, New York, New York and My 
Way. Staged at the West End venue where the 
legendary entertainer made his 1950 British 
singing debut, Sinatra:The Man and His Music 
combines rare and original master recordings 
with cutting edge technology and never before 
seen performance footage to celebrate 
Sinatra's hugely successful music career. 
Featuring a 24-piece orchestra and a company 
of 20 dancers, the show takes audiences from 
Sinatra's formative years to his later life. 

London Mela 

Sunday September 6 

The London Mela, Europe's largest outdoor 
South Asian festival, returns to Gunnersbury 
Park, Ealing, with a spectacular line-up of live 
music, dance, visual arts and food from South 
Asia. Over 70,000 people enjoyed last year's 
creative triumph and this year the festival is set 
to be even bigger and better than ever, with 
Bollywood, urban and classical music, outdoor 
arts, dance, fashion, sports, a children's area, 
Tastes of Asia, the London Mela Bazaar, a giant 
funfair and a spectacular firework finale! 

Horrible Histories: Barmy Britain 
Part 3 at the Garrick Theatre 

To September 5 

We all want to meet people from history. The 
trouble is everyone is dead! Will King John be a 
martyr for the Magna Carta? Party with the 
Puritans and light up your life with the great 
fire of London! Clap along with crazy King 
Charles! Will you see eye to eye with Admiral 
Nelson? Does the Duke of Wellington get the 
boot? Vomit with the vile Victorians and make a 
great escape from the First World War! 

Starring Neal Foster and Anthony Spargo, it's 
history with the nasty bits left in! Tickets from 
£8.75 

Hamlet at the Barbican Theatre 

To October 31 

Directed by Lyndsey Turner and starring 
Benedict Cumberbatch. Benedict Cumberbatch 
takes on the title role in Shakespeare's great 
tragedy. Directed by Lyndsey Turner (Posh, 
Chimerica) and produced by Sonia Friedman 
Productions, the Barbican presents an exclusive 
twelve-week run of this compelling new 
production in summer 2015. As a country arms 
itself for war, a family tears itself apart. Forced 
to avenge his father's death but paralysed by 
the task ahead, Hamlet rages against the 
impossibility of his predicament, threatening 
both his sanity and the security of the state. 

The Barbican has sold its current allocation of 
advance tickets. However, small numbers of 
tickets may be returned or released for advance 
sale online. Visit hamlet-barbican.com for more 
details. There are also 30 £10 tickets available as 
day-seats for sale each day in person. Up to two 
tickets per person, sold at the advance ticket 
desk from 10.30am; the Barbican Centre will 
open from 9am. Returned and late-release 
tickets may occasionally become available at 
the last minute on the day of the performance. 


This is a FREE listings service for local charitable and 
community organisations. 

Email your listings to: listings@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


Golding classic makes triumphant return 


CASTING and full tour dates 
have been announced for 
Regent's Park Open Air 
Theatre's critically acclaimed 
production of William 
Golding's Lord of the Flies, 
which will return following its 
2011 sell-out premiere for a 
limited run from Thursday 3 to 
Saturday 12 September prior 
to a major UK tour. 

The cast of young actors will 
feature Freddie Watkins 
(Nativity) as Jack, Luke Ward- 
Wilkinson (Wild at Heart, 
Beautiful People) as Ralph, 
Anthony Roberts as Piggy, and 
Keenan Munn-Francis (The 


Scottsboro Boys, The Lion 
King) in the tour which will 
open at Woking New Victoria 
Theatre on Wednesday 16 
September and continue until 
March 2016. 

After a group of schoolboys 
survive a plane crash, what 
starts as a desert island 
adventure descends into a 
struggle for survival in a darkly 
sinister world of superstition 
and immorality. 

First published in 1954, Lord 
of the Flies was William 
Golding's debut novel. His 
other works including Free Fall, 
The Spire, Rites of Passage 


(Booker Prize winner). The 
Paper Men and Fire Down 
Below. In 1983 Golding was 
awarded The Nobel Prize in 
Literature. 

Lord of the Flies is directed 
by Timothy Sheader and co¬ 
directed by Liam Steel, with 
design by Jon Bausor, 
composition and sound score 
by Nick Powell, lighting design 
by Paul Keogan and sound 
design by Avgoustas Psillas for 
Autograph. Lord of the Flies is 
supported using public 
funding by the National 
Lottery through Arts Council 
England. 



■ FAMILY FORTUNES: James Fox and son Jack in Dear Lupin. 


Like father, like son 


Dear Lupin **** 

I KNEW little about this Roger 
Mortimer play before I attended 
its second night performance, 
other than that it boasted a real 
father and son as the performers 
of the two handed offering, , 
writes Nicky Sweetland. 

Two-time BAFTA award win¬ 
ner James Fox takes on the char¬ 
acter of bumbling upper middle 
class racing pundit opposite his 
youngest son Jack in a touching 
and heart-warming look into the 
bond between a father and son. 

The story follows the pair 
through the letters which they 


have shared over many years and 
takes us through Charles’ (Lupin 
as nicknamed by his father) life. 
From school days to maturity we 
see Lupin’s decent into drug and 
alcohol addiction along with his 
general melais of loutishness. 

The dialogue took some get¬ 
ting going and at times in act one 
felt a little clunky and not well 
learned - particularly by the older 
Fox, who took on an array of 
characters to assist in the por¬ 
trayal of the story and seemed 
more at ease with the ludicrous 
rather than the ordinary. 

Act two took a very different 
turn, when Lupin travelled and 


came to terms with his sexuality, 
only to be struck down by news 
that he was HIV positive. This 
changed the pace and enabled 
Fox junior to show the pensive 
and charitable side of this other¬ 
wise quite spoiled public school 
hooray. The father and son inter¬ 
actions, particularly in act two, 
were very touching, but I did 
wonder if I would have felt the 
same had I not known the rela¬ 
tionship to be real. 

This is, however, very funny 
and, once it gathers pace, an en¬ 
thralling play filled with charm 
and poignancy - which is defi¬ 
nitely worth a visit. 


Berkoff back with an unlikely dinner guest 


STEVEN Berkoff and Shobu 
Kapoor return to the stage to 
play opposite Sanjeev Bhaskar 
in the world premiere of 
Anthony Horowitz's new play. 
Dinner with Saddam. 

The production, directed by 
Lindsay Posner, opens on 22 
September, with previews from 
September 10, and runs until 
November 14. 

Berkoff, pictured, makes his 
Menier Chocolate Factory 
debut as Saddam Hussein. A 
prolific actor, director and 
writer, he was most recently on 
stage in An Actor's Lament. His 
screen work includes War and 
Remembrance and The Girl 
with the Dragon Tattoo. Sobu 
Kapoor returns to the stage 
after a five year absence. She is 



best known for her leading 
role as Mrs Khan in the BBC's 
Citizen Khan, and formerly as 
series regular Gita on 
EastEnders. Sanjeev Bhaskar's 
work includes creating and 
performing in Goodness 
Gracious Me and The Kumars at 
No.42, and for the stage 
Spamalot and Dumb Show, as 
well as the lead in the 
forthcoming major new series 
for ITV, Unforgotten. They are 
joined by Nathan Amzi, Man 


Goodman and Rebecca Grant. 

"Saddam, fearful of 
assassination attempts, was 
known to move regularly from 
private home to private home. 
Even before the war, he 
declined to spend nights in 
one of his palaces." So said USA 
Today, April 20, 2003. 

So what happens when 
Saddam Hussein turns up on 
your doorstep and announces 
he is staying for dinner? 
Political and personal issues 
are top of the menu, but 
behind the kitchen door 
something else far more 
sinister is cooking... 

■ Dinner with Saddam will run 
at the Menier Chocolate Factory 
from September 10 to November 
14 
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Truly powerful ‘costume* drama 




genius rather than the dialogue 
side of it.” 

The McQueen family is 
known to have loved the St 
James’ production and Wight’s 
portrayal, with his sister and 
nephew both attending the star- 
studded press night. I ask 
Stephen if this was an added 
pressure? 

“The only great pressure that 
mattered to me was the 
validation from the family and 
close friends. If they thought I’d 
done a truthful interpretation, 
that’s all that I really cared 
about.” 

During the rehearsal period 
Wight visited the exhibition 
many times, finding some 
motivation from the 
wonderfully adorned clothing 
and atmosphere they helped to 
create. 

“When you get into the room 
of curiosity I think that’s pretty 
close in terms of what it must be 
like stepping into his 
(McQueen’s) mind. Everywhere 
you look there’s something 
beautiful. I already knew there 
was a great pressure but when I 
saw the creations of his in the 
flesh, that’s when it really struck 
me. The first time I went in my 
own and wandered among the 
crowds. Watching their reaction 
to his work as well as my own 
was an incredibly emotional 
experience. We really did lose a 
talent far, far too early.” 

I loved the St James’ version 
and was astounded by Wight’s 
performance. I for one will be 
first in line for a ticket for the 
transfer. 

■ McQueen runs at the Theatre 
Royal Haymarket from August 27 
to November 7 


A LEXANDER McQueen is one of the most 
celebrated designers of our times, with a 
sold-out exhibition of some of his most 
exquisite garments, entitled Savage Beauty , wowing 
visitors at the Victoria and Albert museum proving 
the point. 

A play about the troubled fashion icon - McQueen - 
broke box office records earlier this year when it ran at 
the St James’ studio, starring American TV darling Dianna 
Agron alongside Stephen Wight in a fantasy tale around 
London written by James Phillips. 

Due to filming commitments, Agron, who received very 
mixed reviews, will not transfer with the play and the role 
of Dahlia, a devoted fan, will instead be played by Carley 
Bawden, best known for playing alongside Catherine Tate 
in the highly acclaimed Menier Chocolate factory 
production of Assassins. 

Wight was critically acclaimed in the role and will now 
lead the West end transfer of what is expected to be the 
must see show this autumn. Wight took time out of 
rehearsals to chat to me about the project and about what 
it’s like to play such a historically important figure to 
many within the fashion world. 

He said: “It’s been brilliant to revisit the play, obviously 
with Dianna being unable to continue forward with the 
production because of work commitments her side, it’s 
meant the other half of the play has had to be re-explored 
with Carly Bawden who’s our new Dahlia. It’s really 
freshened it up and we’re discovering lots of new things 
which you do when someone new takes over the role.” 

The play will enjoy a limited run at the glorious Theatre 
Royal Haymarket and the 
production team has introduced 
some changes to the original 
play in readiness for the West 
End audiences. I ask Wight what 
people can expect from this new 
version and how it will differ for 
those who loved the St James’ 


■ UNDER PRESSURE: Main 
picture, left to right: Eloise 
Hymas, George Hill, Rachel 
Louisa Maybank, Stephen 
Wight (seated) as Lee, 
Jordan Kennedy, Amber 
Doyle and Sophie Apollonia 
in McQueen. Inset top: 
Tracy-Ann Oberman as 
Isabella Blow with Wight. 
Above: the cast of McQueen 
in full flow. 
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020 8293 5884 


Quality, Value & 
Service go hand 
in hand 


Managers Specials 

■ Bathroom Suites From £299 

■ Comfort height Toilet £99 

■ Offset Quadrants From 
£299 

1200x800 & 1200x900 With 
Tray & Waste 

' Corner Unit & Basin Only 
£99 

■ Steel Baths 1700x700 £75 


version. 

“The major change is that 
we’ve got an interval in the 
piece now so in terms of the 
structure and the emotional 
journey we had to think about 
where we leave the audience for 
their break before we 
reconvene. There’s a few 
additions but nothing major, just 
elements that perhaps remind 
the audience of earlier themes 
but it’s not done as an 
exposition, it’s just done as an 
extension of themes which were 
already within the piece.” 

Alexander McQueen suffered 
from mental illness up until his 
suicide in 2010, something that 
is explored but not exploited in 
the play. It charts a seemingly 
chance encounter with an 
intruder which leads to a 
fantastical fairytale night around 
London as the designer 
desperately searches for 
inspiration for his next 
collection. 

Playing a real person within a 
fantastical story must be 
difficult as there are elements of 
the real McQueen, known by 
friends and family by his real 
Christian name Lee, as well as 
the character within the fable. 
Wight tells me how he prepared 
for this and how he sees his Lee. 

“Obviously his blessing and 
his talent were ultimately his 
curse. He’s an incredibly 
burdened man because of the 
brain he’s got and the creative 
genius. That was the core of 
what I attached things to. His 
emotions were incredibly 
dynamic and all over the place 
but I think that came with the 
quickness of his mind.” 

McQueen trained as a Savile 
Row tailor before gaining a 
masters degree in fashion. He 


was later persuaded to change to 
his middle name, Alexander, by 
influential stylist Isabella Blow, 
who is played by the wonderful 
Tracy-Ann Oberman in the 
show. The skills he learned in 
Savile Row gave him a 
reputation within the fashion 
world for expert tailoring, 
something which is explored in 
my favourite scene in the play 
which sees McQueen craft a 
dress onto the expectant Dahlia 
in a late-night visit to the famed 
clothing district. 

“It was difficult to rehearse 
because it was a technical 
exercise which needed to 
become fantastical and magical. 
It’s being on a whirlwind. Once 
he’s off on his creation it’s well 
documented that he was a 
genius. Not working necessarily 
from patterns, just cloth that he 
could take a pair of scissors to 
and create amazing garments 
out of thin air. It was that 
elegance that we wanted to 
capture on stage.” 

Under the tutelage of the 
show’s designer David Farley, 
Stephen sets to create a work of 
art within the scene. 

“It was a daunting prospect 
because it would be like playing 
Michelangelo and trying to do a 
sculpture on stage. There was a 
huge pressure attached to that. 
I’m saying right now I’m going 
to show you the craft of the 


Delta 600 £299 


A Wide Variety Of Mirrors 


A New Range Of Furniture 
Available Soon 























Qulified Accountant 

Small home practise 
Low fees 
Prompt service 
0208 677 3675 



ADHD/SEN/DYSLEXIA 

RITALIN/ 

HOME SCHOOLING 


email: 

Mr Coles 
MA Ed Spec 

walter.coles@btinternet.com 

Walter 

020 7738 2455 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Caravan & Camping 


STATIC CARAVAN FOR SALE 

NOW ONLY £13,995 

ISLE OF WIGHT. 

Surrounded by beautiful countryside, 
close to town centre and the beach 
Excellent on-site facilities 

Perfect for families with young children 
or as a quiet retreat. Pet Friendly 

Open 12 months of the year 

£ )• 

\ 

FINANCE OPTIONS AVAILABLE FROM r n T f u 

10% DEPOSIT AND E270PCM LdM 0r ieXl l ' err ” 

FREE 20 RETURN FERRY CROSSINGS 

on 07568147015 



Holiday Home 
For Sale 
£10,000 


2015 site fee’s free 
South Kent Coast 
Direct Beach access 
Open 11 months 

Call 07804 284 536 



PLUS SIZE LADIES CLOTHES 

from Simply Be, Fashion World. 
Top, jeggings, dresses, ex 
condition was £40-£50 an item 
selling for £5 per item. Tel: 020 
7701 6812/07534 051 475 


BOSS ME25 ELECTRIC 
GUITAR multi effects for 
guitars, as new, boxed-manual 
& DVD rom £130 sell for £9. 
Power cord PSA 230E-PSU, 
cost £18.50 sell for £90. Tel: 020 
8648 3071 / 07835 490 118 



TWO SEATER SETTEE 


immaculate, never been used. 
Reason for sale from 1 bed flat 
to bedsit, restricted room. £40. 
Buyer collects. 020 8693 7979 


BEECH COLOURED LARGE 
DESK has 3 drawers and 2 
shelves - good condition £20. 
£45 in Argos. Tel: 07575 302 
225 



AIR WALKER EXERCISE 
MACHINE foldable. £40. Tel: 
07575 302 225 



VERY LARGE WHITE METAL 
VICTORIAN STYLE BIRD 
CAGE 68" x 38" with feeders 
and perch, suitable for large 
birds, only £170. Ring Steve. 
Tel: 020 8319 4931 



DVD PLAYER & Remote 
Control. £10. Tel: 07575 302 
225 


ALBA 19" FLAT SCREEN TV in 

perfect working order. £50. Tel: 
07575 302 225 



BOSCH ELECTRICAL DRILL 

with case, 550 watts. £40. Tel: 
07575 168 736 


SKIL PLANER with case and 
manual £20. Tel: 07575 168 736 

To udvuHUw 
In tills 
■Motion, 




LADIES JEANS Levi's 818, 
blue, size 8 £10. Calvin Klein, 
size 12, blue £10. Farmers, 
black, size 12 £10. Ladies 
summer sandals, size, £1 & £2, 
as new. Tel: 020 8855 8824 

PLUS SIZE LADIES CLOTHES 

from Simply Be, Fashion World. 
Top, jeggings, dresses, ex 
condition was £40-£50 an item 
selling for £5 per item. Tel: 020 
7701 6812/07534 051 475 


Wanted j 

^ Electrical Services 

WANTED: RECORDS 

ROCK, POP, PRNK, INDIE, REGGAE, SOOL... 

IP’S AND SINGLES - WHOLE COLLECTIONS WELCOME 

CASH PAID! 

CALL: 07956832314 / 0208 677 6907 
or Email: vinvlwanted@aol.com 

ALSO INTERESTED IN NON CHART CD COLLECTIONS 

IbaMthlii 
section, please call 

Terry 

Local Electrician 

0208 552 0042 

All Jobs 


SUBBUTEO wanted, especially 
1970's football teams. Tel: 
07774 788 791 or 01344 453 
370 or MrChrisAllen@aol.com 



Home 


Building Repairs/Alterations 


1 MEDIUM SIZED FISH TANK 

£30. 1 Large Fish Tank £50. 
Both in boxes, buyer collects, 
genuine, enquiries only. Tel: 
07557 235 951 


WHITE BUSH MICROWAVE 

model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £17. Bush VCR903 
video rec, remote and 
instructions £17. Tel: 020 8670 

TWO RUSSELL HOBB MINI 
DEEP FRYER (350cc Food 
capacity) £18 each, (new still in 
box). One Murphy Richard 
Home Bread Baker (only used 
twice) £30 ono. One new food 
processor, still in box with all 
attachments/manual £65 ono. 
020 7358 9745 / 07830 535 635 

DYSON BAGLESS CYLINDER 
VACUUM CLEANER serviced, 
demonstrated working £35. Tel: 
020 8692 8449 could arrange 
delivery. 

JUICER "PHILIPS" VIVA 
COLLECTION as new in box. 
£12. Four large square dinner 
plates, new, cream colour £5. 
Tel: 020 8855 8824 


elfins® 

Builder 

Roofing, 
Brickwork, 
Plastering, 
Electrics, 
Carpentry, 
Kitchens, Interior 
Tiling, Driveways, 
Plumbing, 
Landscaping, 
Bathrooms, Shop 
Fitting, Decorating 
and Extensions, 
New Buildings. 
No Job Too Big 
Or Too Small! 

07737 230 407 
07448 568 000 


I Ace Building & | 
IDecorating Servicesl 

I Handyman Services, 1 
| Electrical, Plastering, | 
| Decorating, Roofing, Gardening, | 

| First Half Hour Service | 
| FREE for OAP j 

I 020 8393 6346 l 
l 07956 230 760 I 



INSIGHT 

BUILDERS 

Local builder operating 

THROUGHOUT SOUTHWEST LONDON 

• Carpentry • Electrics 

• Plumbing • Kitchen fitting 

• Laminate flooring / Tiling 

• Decking / Fencing 
We can arrange for you to 
visit a recently completed 
house refurbishment in 
Tulse Hill SW2. 

Call Michael: 

07985 008 167 


eca f asr 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 
a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


Pest Control 


AFFORDABLE 
FENCING & 
LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS & DECKING 
7 DAYS A WEEK 


We will beat any written 
quotation 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


We will give good discounts 
for OAP’s 

Free Estimates and Advice 


lb advertise in this 
aectioa pkaae call 


Clairvoyants 
& Psychic 
Events 




DRAGON TOUCH 7 " Tablet, 
unwanted gift in packaging £35. 
07575 302 225 

4 HP DESKJET 6980 PRINTER 

new, Please ring after 5pm, £60. 
Tel: 07930 013 629 


^ A I ^ 

$ AJ * 

5 PLASTERING J 

{Small Building Work! 

j • No job too small * 

% Please call Alan J 
} 07597 663 838 { 

•fc'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 


To advertise in this 
section, please call 


Beacon Services 

Pest & Vermin Control 

All work considered. 

Child & Pest Friendly. We operate 24/7. 

07946 371 374 

www.beaconservicesbeckenham.co.uk 
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To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . Ql ACCIpIQATIQM 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 

. ANY ITEMS UNDER £50 FREE. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OP FIPEAPMS NOT INCLUDED. 

. ITEMS OVER £50 PLEASE CALL CLARRY: 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 020 8768 4931 

Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS private advertisers only. 
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AFFORDABLE 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Antiques 

Bought 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 


Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 



DECORATING 

ZONE 


Small Building Work 
Fencing, Painting 
Plastering 
Walls/Floor/Tiling 
Fitted Bathroom 
Fitted Door/Locks 
Fitted Kitchen 
15 Years Experience 


07947 667 135 



© 


T&S 

ROOFING 
& BUILDING 


NEW UPVC Fascia - Soffits 
& Guttering Installed 


All Roofing Work Undertaken 
Tiles/Slates Replaced 
Chimney Stacks Lowered 
Repaired and Rebuilt 

Gutters Cleaned from £35 


Exterior Painting 

Free Estimates - All Work Guaranteed 

Freephone - 0800 858 9682 
Mobile: 07503 705 092 
Find us on www.trustatrader.com 


ALL ABOUT 
ROOFING 

All roofing work undertaken 

Gutters renewed, 
repaired and cleaned. 
Chimney stacks repointed. 

Free estimates. All work guaranteed. 

Reliable service. 

020 8648 2672 
07531 255 577 


AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 
We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 
ALL AREAS 
FULLY LICENSED 

020 3723 7525 
07983 973 356 

We will beat any 
quote! 


Plumbing & Heating 

Ace Rapid Plumbing 

Toilets, Sinks, Taps, 
Radiators, Blocked 
Drains, Toilets, Leaks 
Bathroom Installations 
No call out charge! 

No job too small! 

24 hour emergency! 

07584 136 988 
020 3457 5887 


VAN & 

2 MEN 

WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING 
ANYTIME. 

07941 072 332 
0208 309 7223 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
phone 020 8856 3982 

john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


|MAN & VAN 



Small Van from £26 per hour 
Large Van from £50 per hour 


Email: info@storytotell.co.uk 
Visit: storytotell.co.uk 

020 8659 7373 
07947 994 752 


Man and Van 

All types of jobs and budgets 
Office & home clearance 
Public liability insurance 

Please call 

07764 537007 

man4van@outlook.com 




1st Call Washing 
Machine Repairs 

No Call-Out Charge! 

Same dav Repairs! 

12 months guarantee. 
Local engineers. 

All London area’s covered. 
Fast, efficient service. 

Call us now 

020 8776 5349 
07962 370 250 



M.C 

ROOFING 


Building & Damp 
Proofing 

All types of 

• Roofing Repairs 

• Building 

• Damp Proofing 
• All Building Work 

For a free quote call: 
07717 219 834 
0208 485 7287 



Car Boot Sales 


HftpUt 217 Maidstone Road, Sidcup 
DAI 4 5AW - 07831 602277 


BOOT SALES - 2015 

Sunday & Wednesday - sellers £10 / £15 
FRIDAY ONLY £5 FOR SELLERS. From 7am 


No rubbish to be left on site! Buyers from 8am 
Parking £1 - Pedestrians 50p - under 16 years free 
More details on FACEBOOK.com/Honeydalefarm 
www.honeydale.co.uk (bus 233) - NO DOGS 


BEST SATURDAY BOOT SALES 


Ark Oval Fields, Cherry Orchard Road, 
Croydon, CRO 6BA 


EVERY SATURDAY FROM 8am 


Sellers from 8am, Cars £10, Vans £15. 

V.Busy, Sell Loads, Great Public 
Buyers 9am-10am £1, after 10am 50p. 
Free Parking, Loads Bargains, V.Busy. 
Hardstanding available if field is wet. 


www.boot-sale.com 07929 847 405 
Wt bootsalesaroundlondon 


I Public Notices 

Tel: 020 8768 4919 


Advice & Helplines 


DANI'S 

FRIENDSHIP 

Feeling lonely? 

Call 0907 082 0025 

to TALK or for Friendship, Love, Dating, Life tips, 
Dilemmas, Advice. 

Calls cost 80p Per min + access charge. 
Helpline 0330 088 4356 


PLACE YOUR 
PREMISES LICENCE 
WITH US FOR ONLY 
£112 plus VAT 

Call Candy 

020 8768 4919 

Deadline is Friday at 3pm 


Public Notices 


Local Planning Applications 

London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 


putting residents first 


PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
I give notice that applications have 
been made to the Council of the 
London Borough of Hammersmith 
8r Fulham as follows: 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY 
AFFECT THE CHARACTER OR 
APPEARANCE OF A CONSERVATION 
AREA 

38 Beltran Road London SW6 3AJ 

2015/03400/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at first 
floor level over part of the existing 
ground floor extension; erection of 
railings around the roof terrace at first 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
excavation of the part of the front and 
rear gardens to form lightwells in 
connection with the creation of a new 
basement level, including creation of an 
external staircase from basement to 
garden level at the rear of the property. 
(REVISED DESCRIPTION) 

52 Quarrendon Street London 
SW6 3SU 2015/03712/FUL 

Excavation of the rear and part of front 
garden to form new lightwell at the 
rear, in connection with the 
enlargement of the existing basement. 
Former BBC Television Centre Wood 
Lane London W12 2015/03688/FUL 

Use of the roof of the Multi-storey Car 
Park for a street food event (on Fridays, 
Saturdays and Sundays) for a temporary 
period of up to 12 weeks from 31 July 
to 25 October 2015. 

42 Stronsa Road London W12 9LB 

2015/03689/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; installation of three rooflights in 
the front roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at second floor level, on top 
of existing back addition; erection of a 
single storey extension, to the side and 
rear of the existing back addition at 
ground floor level in connection with 
the conversion of the property from 2 
self-contained flats to provide lx 3 
bedroom, lx 2 bedroom and 1 x 1 
bedroom self-contained flats. 

7 Acfold Road London SW6 2AJ 

2015/03687/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; erection of a single storey 
extension, to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition; excavation of 
front garden and part of rear garden to 
form lightwells, in connection with the 
enlargement of the basement; brick up 
two existing windows to side elevation 
at first and second floor levels; replace 
remaining windows in side elevation at 
first and second floor level with new 
sash windows. 

19 Bassein Park Road London 
W12 9RN 2015/03724/FUL 

Erection of a single storey rear 
extension, to the side and rear of the 
existing back addition at basement 
floor level; erection of railings on top 
of the existing front boundary wall; 
alterations to front pier and installation 
of new gate; erection of a bin enclosure 
in front garden. 

19 Wallflower Street London 
W12 0TE 2015/03294/FUL 

Installation of a new window in the 
side elevation at second floor level; 
installation of three rooflights in rear 
roofslope; installation of solar panels 
on rear roofslope. 

112 Wandsworth Bridge Road 
London SW6 2TF 2015/03372/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
alterations to the roof of back addition 
to incorporate a flat roof and the 
erection of privacy screens around part 
of flat roof at third floor level to the 
rear elevation, in connection with its 
use as a terrace; installation of 2no 
rooflights in the front roofslope; 
replacement of the existing window 
with a new enlarged window to the 
side of rear back addition at second 
floor level. 

31 Chiddingstone Street London 
SW6 3TQ 2015/03762/FUL 

Erection of a dormer window on the 
flank elevation of the existing rear 
extension at second floor level; 
demolition of the existing outhouse at 
ground and first level, to the rear of 
the existing back addition; excavation 
under the front garden to extend and 
lower the existing basement; and 
excavation under the rear garden to 
form a lightwell, in connection with the 
enlargement and lowering of the 
existing basement. 

25 Sulivan Road London SW6 3DT 

2015/03763/FUL 

Erection of front and rear roof 
extensions, and excavation of the front 

? iarden and part of the rear garden to 
orm lightwells, in connection with the 
creation of a new basement. 

Hotel 65 65 - 69 Shepherd's Bush 
Road London W6 7LS 2015/03595/FUL 
Demolition of 2no air raid shelters, Ino 
outbuilding & partial 
demolition/reduction in height of 
garden walls to the rear of 67-73 
Shepherd's Bush Road; Erection of a 
single storey rear extension at lower 
ground floor level to the rear of 69, 71 
& 73 Shepherd's Bush Road; 

Construction of link staircase between 
the ground floor of 65 Shepherd's Bush 
Road and lower ground level of 67 
Shepherd's Bush Road. 

132 Dalling Road London 
W6 0EP 2015/03710/FUL 

Erection of a white rendered 1.9 metre 
high front boundary wall to the front 
facing Dalling Road and the side facing 
Perrers Road replacing the existing 
hedging. 


260 Goldhawk Road London 
W12 9PE 2015/03629/FUL 

Installation of a new shopfront to front 
elevation and Greenside Road elevation; 
installation of new cycle racks. 

41 Holmead Road London SW6 2JD 

2015/03735/FUL 

Installation of 12 no. solar panels on 
the main flat roof at roof level. 

102 Frithville Gardens London 
W12 7JW 2015/03488/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of two rooflights in the 
front roofslope; erection of a rear 
extension at third floor level, on top of 
existing back addition. 

8 And 8A King's Parade Askew 
Road London W12 9BA 

2015/03558/FUL 
Conversion of the first and second floor 
maisonette to use as two self-contained 
flats (Ino. one bedroom flat and Ino. 
two bedroom flat); erection of a rear 
dormer roof extension; erection of a 
side dormer roof extension; erection of 
a three storey rear extension following 
the removal of the existing two storey 
rear addition; installation of 2no. 
rooflights in the front roofslope; and 
installation of 3no. sash windows in the 
side elevation at first and second floor 
levels, Ino. replacement sash window in 
the side elevation at second floor level, 
and 2no. replacement sash windows in 
the rear elevation at first and second 
floor levels. 

4 Glazbury Road London W14 9AS 

2015/03221/FUL 

Excavation of the rear garden in 
connection with the enlargement of 
the existing basement; erection of a 
covered walkway from basement to 
garden level interlinking with the 
existing garage in the rear garden; 
installation of a new pitch roof with 
rooflights to existing garage, 
installation of new doors to replace the 
existing doors at the front elevation 
and installation of a new door to the 
side of the garage; conversion of the 
existing garage into a habitable room. 
St Pauls Girls School Brook Green 
London W6 7BS 2015/03622/FUL 
Alterations to the Celia Johnson 
Building to include bricking up of 2no 
windows to the eastern elevation, 
installation of a new air conditioning 
unit, 2no louvres and the replacement 
of existing window with doors to the 
northern elevation at ground floor 
level; installation of a new roof top 
plant at roof level; associated external 
alterations. 

105 Rannoch Road London 

W6 9SY 2015/03742/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
installation of 3no rooflights in the 
front roofslope. 

34 Bassein Park Road London W12 
9RZ 2015/03733/FUL 

Lowering the floor level of the existing 
basement and enlargement of the front 
and rear lightwells; formation of new 
external steps from basement to garden 
level at the rear of the property. 

2 - 4 Peterborough Mews London 
SW6 3BL 2015/03549/FUL 

Erection of an additional floor at roof 
level; alterations to the pitch roof of 
first floor level to form a flat roof; 
installation of new windows and glass 
balustrades to replace the existing 
windows at first floor level, installation 
of new doors and windows at ground 
floor level to replace the existing and 
the formation of a bin store to the 
front elevation. 

56 Shepherd's Bush Road London 
W6 7PH 2015/03403/FUL 

Change of use of the basement and 
part of ground floor from retail (Class 
A1) into residential (Class C3); erection 
of a rear roof extension; installation of 
2no rooflights in the front roofslope 
and 3no rooflights over the main flat 
roof at roof level; installation of a door 
to replace the existing window, 
alteration to the roof of back addition 
to incorporate a flat roof and the 
erection of privacy screen around flat 
roof at second floor level to the rear 
elevation, in connection with its use as 
a terrace; formation of a roof terrace at 
first floor level to the rear elevation; 
demolition of single storey outbuildings 
and fish pool, erection of rear 
extensions at ground and first floor 
level; installation of a window to 
replace the existing door at ground 
floor level to the rear elevation; 
conversion of the basement, rear part 
of the ground floor, first floor, second 
floor and third floor level into 1 xtwo 
bedroom and 2 x three bedroom self- 
contained flats. 

5 Poplar Mews London W12 7JS 

2015/00232/FUL 

Change of use from B1 studio and 
office space and B8 storage to three 
live/work units with associated 
extensions and alterations at roof level 
and formation of a terrace (Revised 
drawings). 

Fulham Palace Road London 
W6 9PH 2015/03640/FUL 

Erection of rear extensions including 
the formation of roof terraces at first 
and second floor level; replacement of 
existing window with a new window to 
the side of rear back addition at first 
floor level; conversion of first and 
second floor level into 2 x one bedroom 
self-contained flats. 

192 King Street London W6 ORA 

2015/03051/ADV 


Cambridge School 61 Bryony Road 
London W12 0SP 2015/03647/FR3 

Enclosing of the existing covered 
walkway to include erection of a new 
wall with doors and windows. 

7 - 9 Ashchurch Terrace London 
W12 9SL 2015/03637/FR3 

Replacement of existing Crittall single 
glazed windows with new double 
glazed tilt only and opening casement 
windows. 

Plane Tree Court 61 Brook Green 
London W6 7BE 2015/03696/FR3 

Replacement of existing single glazed 
timber and aluminium windows to all 
elevations with double glazed casement 
and inward tilt and turn brown PVCu 
windows; replacement of existing single 
glazed rear doors to individual flats 
with new double glazed brown PVCu 
doors. 

101 -131 Rainville Court Rainville 
Road London W6 9HJ2015/03699/FR3 

Replacement of existing single glazed 
windows and doors with new brown 
calibre system PVCu double glazed 
casement units. 

3 Hurlingham Gardens London 
SW6 3PL 2015/03768/FUL 

Erection of a rear roof extension; 
erection of a rear extension at second 
floor level, on top of the existing back 
addition; installation of a dormer 
window in the front roofslope; 
installation of a new sky lantern and 
2no solar panels over tne main flat roof 
at roof level and installation of 4no 
solar panels over the roof of second 
floor rear back addition; bricking up of 
existing window to the side of rear 
back addition at first floor level; 
installation of a new door and windows 
to replace the existing at ground floor 
level to the side elevation; alterations 
to the roof of single storey back 
addition to include raising part of the 
flat roof to form a pitch roof and 
installation of new rooflights in the 
side roofslope. 

FOR CONSERVATION AREA CONSENT 
(DEMOLITION WORK) 

FOR LISTED BUILDING CONSENT 
109 The Grampians Shepherd's Bush 
Road London W6 7LZ 

2015/02550/LBC 

Removal of a non-load bearing 
blockwork partition wall and integral 
cupboard between existing kitchen and 
living room to create an open plan 
lounge and kitchen. 

FOR DEVELOPMENT WHICH MAY 
AFFECT THE SETTING OR CONTEXT 
OF A LISTED BUILDING 
St Pauls Girls School Brook Green 
London W6 7BS 2015/03622/FUL 
Alterations to the Celia Johnson 
Building to include bricking up of 2no 
windows to the eastern elevation, 
installation of a new air conditioning 
unit, 2no louvres and the replacement 
of existing window with doors to the 
northern elevation at ground floor 
level; installation of a new roof top 
plant at roof level; associated external 
alterations. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 4th 
September 2015. See below for ways of 
commenting on applications. 


THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) ORDER 2013 
NOTICES UNDER REGULATION 13 
Kings Court Mansions 739 Fulham 
Road London SW6 5UL 

2015/02925/FUL 

I give notice that Gail's Ltd is applying 
to HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM COUNCIL 
for planning permission to carry out the 
following development: Use of part of 
the public highway for the placing of 
5no benches and 15no tables along 
Epple Road elevation. 

Anyone who wishes to make 
representations about these 
applications should do so by 4th 
September 2015. See below for ways 
of commenting on applications. 

Signed: NIGEL PALLACE 
Executive Director for Transport and 
Technical Services on behalf of 
HAMMERSMITH & FULHAM COUNCIL 
You can view applications, make 
comments and monitor their progress 
on our website: 

www.lbhf.qoy.uk/planninq . Click on the 
'Planning Online' logo on the Planning 
Home Page. 

You can also E-mail comments to: 
plancomments@lbhf.gov.uk 

You can also inspect details of 
applications using computers at our 
office RECEPTION FIRST FLOOR 
HAMMERSMITH TOWN HALL 
EXTENSION KING STREET W6 
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday 
to Friday, excluding public holidays. 

If you want to make comments on 
applications please E-mail them 
through our website or post them to 
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
SERVICE ENVIRONMENT SERVICES 
DEPARTMENT TOWN HALL KING 
STREET W6 9JU by the date shown 
above. Please include the application 
reference number and the name of the 
planning officer. We will try to consider 
any representations received after the 
date indicated but this cannot be 
uaranteed so please reply promptly, 
or initial enquiries call our information 
and reception service on 020 8753 
1081 or 020 8753 1082. 


Hammersmith & Fulham Council 


Send us your comments about 
planning applications via our 
website: www.lbhf.gov.uk/planning 


Display of an externally illuminated 
fascia sign to the front elevation. 

89 Shepherd's Bush Road London 
W6 7LR 2015/02680/FUL 

Erection of a rear extension at second 
floor level, on top of the existing back 
addition. 
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■theNotice Board 

To get on the notice board call 0208 768 4939 or e-mail: candy.brown@slp.co.uk ^ 

w mmm i 

l Small Building Work J 

J No job too small J 

{Please call Alan 075976638381 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiMiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 


Qwitrhprl-nn AI1 aspects of Electrical Work 

OVVIIV/IICU Ull undertaken in a professional and 

ELECTRICAL reliable “ 

hkbvtimvftk Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

; ' ; Certificates, Testing and 
Inspection. 

07551 757 744 Allworkcarriedoutinaprofessional 

switched-on-@liotiiiaiLco.uk and reliable mam. 

RUBBISH CLEARANCE 

Garden, Houses and Flats 

24 Hour Service 

Call Stephen 

0208 6780341 07900 467898 

INSIGHT BUILDERS 

Local builder operating throughout Southwest London 
Carpentry • Electrics • Plumbing • Kitchen fitting • 
Laminate flooring / Tiling • Decking / Fencing 

We can arrange for you to visit a recently completed 
house refurbishment in Tulse Hill SW2. 

Call Michael: 07985 008 167 

mFMMLDmm. 
mrnsmny 

Call John for a free quote 
and courteous service. 

0796( 380 367 * 020 8316 2051 

MAN & VAN A 

i FULLY INSURED “ 

’ V-F 020 8659 7373 * p> 
07947 994 752 

From £26 Email: info@storytotell.co.uk • Visit: storytotell.co.uk Fram£5l) ™ 
per hour Minimal Fee Applies To Jobs Less Than 2 hours P er t,our Discount 

STORAGE - HOUSE & RUBBISH CLEARANCES 

AFFORDABLE PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

Fully insured - Family run business 

Kitchens & Bathrooms, Painting/Decorating, 
Flooring/Tiling and all your building needs 

0800 622 6889/07506 736 548 

| AFFORDABLE REMOVALS 

House Clearance - Furniture Bought 

All Areas Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 6226889 - 07506736 548 

Terry. G. George Electrical Services 

All Electrical & Testing work undertaken 

• Lighting 'Sockets • Fuseboards • Re-wiring 

• Cooker Connections • Test Certificates i 

Tel: 0208-552-9942 ' 

AFFORDABLE FENCING & LANDSCAPES 
PATIOS and DECKING 

7 DAYS A WEEK 

We will beat any written quotation 

0800 622 6889 07506 736548 

j ' We will give good discounts for OAP's 

Free Estimates and Advice 

M.C ROOFING 

Damp Proofing & Building 

All types of roofing repairs, paving, fencing, decking 
and all general building work. 

For a free quote call: 0771 721 9834 or 020 8485 7287 

BOILER HEATING PLUMBING SPECIALISTS 

/m Wie can cover all your needs with just one call 

H§| Boiler & Heating Repairs / Relew / Updates / Boiler Service / Power 
Flushing / Plumbing Repairs / Leaks / New Tanks / Ball Valves 

Dripping Taps / Friendly Local Service^! Works Guaranteed A 

Tel: 0203 397 9532 

Mm www.firstcallplumbingandheating.co.uk *** 

WBBSM 

PRS Brickwork 

Repairs, chimneys, Garden walls 
Repointing specialist, Crack stitching 
Outside painting, Render removal 

0203417 9310/07974693416 

\ • Residential & Commercial 

■^South East ‘FullyInsured « 

/ Rubbish clearance • Waste Carriers Licence 

24/7 emergency call outs also do Property Maintenance 

020 8485 7426 * 07824118 659 

Soutbeastmaintenance@outlook.coin 

mien Deni iiuuiii * riueu l/uui/luu\l> * rnicu niuicii 

15 Years Experience 07947 667135 

D. BRAKER & SONS ROOFING SPECIALISTS 

07811449 7371020 8764 4747 

Flat Roof Specialists 

New Roofs, Roof Repairs, UPVc, Guttering & Fascias 

All Types of Lead Work and Chimneys - Free Estimates 
davidbraker@hotmail.co.uk 

Avail Waste 

For all your waste disposal needs. We load and take away. 
Fast and clean service. Fully Licensed. 

From house, gardens to office we clear the lot. 

Free Quotes. 

Call Jay 07749 517987 

B&M Painting and Building Contractors 

Specialist for extensions 
# p Renovations 

Painting & Decorating 

For Free estimates Call X V , 

020 8469 3291 07788 126 195 

SOLS REMOVALS 

Reliable Friendly Service 

House and Office Moved 

House Clearance • Furnitures Bought 

Tel: 07521 463390 

Architectural Plans 

> Planning Applications 
> Extensions and Conversions 

Call: 07950 362 095 

email: yyplans@gmail.com 





To advertise your restaurant, bar or event, please contact 

020 8768 4921 
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0208 768 4919 Basra 0208 776 8863 humii candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE 
FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 

Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard 
Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the 
Institute of Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descrip¬ 
tions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the 
provisions of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading 
Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of 
Advertising Practice. Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities 
must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) 

Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, 
commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, 
be deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their 
names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addi¬ 
tion to these requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 
1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling 
goods in the course of business either by content, format, size or 
place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, 
‘dealer’, ‘agent’, ‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or 
damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing 
of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or 
day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box 
numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the 
day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion 
days / dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons 
the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. 
This will NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain 
full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to 
vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, 
whether or not the advertisement has already been accepted for 
publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertise¬ 
ments, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents 
should therefore check their advertisements and inform us of any 
errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more 
than one incorrect insertion. Typographical or minor changes, 
which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify 
for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi¬ 
display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards 
Board of Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help 
finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the 
Advertising Standards Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force 
at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for 
remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers 
shall have the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an 
acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the 
Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the 
publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the 
value of the whole debt in respect of accounts with terms of 
less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had 
been allowed will be reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed 
terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank 
of England base rate for each month that the account is over¬ 
due and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will 
be reclaimed. Should Legal action be required the interest will 
be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent 
to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and sever¬ 
ally liable for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should 
the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
agent acts for the advertiser and not for the publisher with the 
agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the 
accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice 
date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the pub¬ 
lishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure 
the continuity of these services, but some occasional technical 
downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher 
and its associated companies shall be under no liability if the pro¬ 
duction and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by 
any cause beyond the control of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published 
advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. 
Further information is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially 
by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not 
reproduce such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 
Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not 
available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testi¬ 
monials, goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must 
not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as 
part of the advertisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no 
charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertise¬ 
ments, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone 
number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a 
credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the 
fact that a search has been made. We may need to share your 
information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. 
However, we will only use the information from these searches to 
make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud preven¬ 
tion or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and 
analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group 
Newspaper companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or 
they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may 
be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, 
telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may 
be recorded or monitored for training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult 
services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such adver¬ 
tisements. 


Building & Construction 


Cappagh Group of Companies are looking for 

• Experienced Heavy Goods Vehicle 
Fitter/Mechanic 
• Experienced HGV Tyre Fitter 

for our workshop in Wimbledon, South West London. 
Please e-mail CV to dfahey@cappagh.co.uk 
or telephone 0208 947 4000 

and ask for David Fahey 


Clerical/Administration 


GP Receptionist Nunhead Surgery SE15 
Part time (28 hours) 

Busy surgery seeks receptionist. 

Experience of NHS and Emis Web desirable. 
Essential to have experience of working with people 
in a pressured environment. 

Salary depending on experience. 

Write or phone for information and application pack to 
Samantha Hodge, Practice Manager, 58 Nunhead 
Grove, London SE15 3LY. Tel: 020 7639 2715. 
Closing date 26/08/2015 


GP Receptionist Nunhead Surgery SE15 
Part time (28 hours) 

Busy surgery seeks receptionist. 

Experience of NHS and Emis Web desirable. 

Essential to have experience of working with people in a pressured 
environment. 

Salary depending on experience. 

Write or phone for information and application pack to 

Samantha Hodge, Practice Manager, 58 Nunhead Grove, London 
SE15 3LY. Tel: 020 7639 2715. 

Closing date 26/08/2015 



LIBRA 

COACHWORKS LTD 

Telephone: 020 7733 2589 
info@libracoachworks.co.uk 

EXPERIENCED 

MET 

TECHNICIAN 

REQUIRED FOR 
IMMEDIATE START. 
Competitive salary + 

bonus. 

Please email or send CV 
to Libra Coachworks Ltd., 
1 Dylan Road, SE24 OHL 



Counter/Kitchen 

Assistant 

Part-Time 

Restaurant requires 
enthusiastic persons, 
Tues-Sat. 

(suit school hours) 
Apply to 
Arments Pie and 
Mash in Walworth 
SE17, 0207 703 4974 
for application form. 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION, 
SERVICES, 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 876S 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


Cappagh Group of 
Companies are looking 
for 

• Experienced Heavy 
Goods Vehicle 
Fitter/Mechanic 
• Experienced HGV 
Tyre Fitter 
for our workshop in 
Wimbledon, South West 
London. 

Please e-mail CV to 

dfahey@cappagh.co.uk 

or telephone 

0208 947 4000 

and ask for David Fahey 


Part time casual 
Chauffeur/Bearer 

required for the 
Funeral Industry. 
Training given, 
uniform provided, 
PAYE, holiday pay. 
£7.75 per hour. 
Own transport. 
Call 07930 818776 


MEDICAL SECRETARY/ADMINISTRATOR 

37.5 hours 

Duties involve (but are not limited to): Daily scanning 
of hospital correspondence, Coding of Medical 
conditions, Secretarial duties, Summarising Medical 
Notes. 

The ideal candidate will have: Experience of working 
with Emis Web, Excellent communication skills, 
written and verbal, Some medical terminology 
knowledge would be an advantage. 

If you are interested please send your CV and 
covering letter to: sapnapatell @nhs.net 
Closing date: 03/09/15 


To 

advertise 
in this, 
section 
please call 

020 

8768 4921 


abelian 

Appointment Maker Needed 

Do you have great People-skills? Can you provide excellent 
customer satisfaction? We at Abelian are looking for an 
experienced Appointment Maker to build strong relationships 
with clientele to arrange appointments for our Business 
Development Managers. 

Job Title: Appointment Maker 

Reporting to: Business Development Manager 

Location: South East London 

Salary: £9.15 per hour 

Hours: Mon to Fri - 8.30 am to 5.30 pm 

Part Time: (flexible to suit) 

Holidays: 20 days per annum plus bank holidays 

Email us your CV at: Maria.Ivienagbor@abelian.com 

Call us on: 0207 501 9999 



Media Sales Executive 

South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN 
TO JOIN OUR BUSY SALES TEAM. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 

To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 

If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

* Karen on 020 8768 4903 or 

karen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 
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Why Austin has 
to leave QPR 


C HARLIE Austin was credited with 
QPR’s second goal against Cardiff 
City on Saturday - but I will be 
amazed if he stays around long enough to 
score another in blue-and-white hoops. 


LOFTUS ROAD 
* ‘ RANGERS REVIEW 

J With Tony McDonald 



■ CLINT Hill scored R's first goal against Cardiff and 
made the second Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


With less than two 
weeks left until the 
summer transfer 
window closes on 
September 1, it is clear 
that Austin’s immediate 
future lies away from 
Loftus Road. 

And here’s why: 

■ He proved himself as 
one of the best English 
strikers in the Premier 
League last season with 
18 goals. If he can 
achieve that tally in a 
struggling team that 
finished bottom of the 
table, he could do even 
better leading the line 
for a top flight side of 
more proven quality, so 
why drop back into the 
Championship? 

Loyalty? Sorry, and 
sadly, that quality no 
longer exists in modern 
football. 

■ At 26, he needs to be 
playing in the Premier 
League, building on the 
form that earned him an 
England call-up last 
spring. Spending 
another season back in 
the second tier will only 
have an adverse effect 
on his career. 

■ Money. Frankly, even 
with parachute 
payments from the 
Premier League and talk 
that the Financial Fair 
Play penalty hanging 
over them will be 
conveniently brushed 
under the carpet by the 
powers that be, QPR 
still need to slash their 
wage bill. Austin is by 
far and away their 
biggest asset - and they 
need to cash in on him. 

■ If QPR can hold out 
for a fee somewhere 
close to their £15m 
valuation for Austin, 
they need to sell him in 
order to reinvest some 
of those millions in 
other areas of the squad 
where they are deficient. 
Saturday’s 2-2 home 
draw against an average 
Cardiff side showed 
how tough it’s going to 
be to gain promotion 
from a league known 
more for scrappy 
endeavour than 
measured quality. 

■ The desperation of 
Premier League clubs. A 
few defeats and trigger- 
happy chairman/owners 


will be reaching for the 
panic button. Already 
there are a number of 
teams in the top division 
who would benefit from 
Austin’s proven scoring 
pedigree - and £15m or 
thereabouts is a risk 
worth taking compared 
to the unthinkable 
alternative of relegation. 

While Austin’s 
impending transfer is a 
no-brainer for all parties 
concerned, I’d be 
equally surprised if 
goalkeeper Robert 
Green decides to leave 
Loftus Road just to sit 
on the bench at one of 
the Premier League 
clubs he has recently 
been linked with, 
including a possible 
return to West Ham 
United. 

So what if they offer 
him more money than 
QPR are to try and keep 
him? Does he really 
need it? At 35, surely 
what Green needs most 
is to be playing every 
week, ending each 
week’s training with a 
meaningful first team 
match, not warming the 
bench on match days 
simply to pocket a 
bigger pay packet. 

Green, who receives 
an estimated £50k-a- 
week in wages, has one 
year left on his contract 
at QPR and turned down 
a move to Chelsea 
earlier this summer. 

But while R’s would 
dearly like to further 
ease their hefty wage 
bill, they will not find it 
easy to replace the 
former England keeper 
with another goalie of 
such proven quality, 
despite Green’s iffy 
performance in the 
opening day 2-0 defeat 
at Charlton. 

■ QPR head coach 
Chris Ramsey 
bemoaned his side’s 
“poor game 
management” as R’s 
let a two-goal lead slip 
against Cardiff City. 

Rangers led through 
goals from Clint Hill 
and Charlie Austin, only 
for Sean Morrison to 
pull one back, before 
Scott Malone struck a 
stunning, long-range 


equaliser in stoppage¬ 
time. 

A draw was probably a 
fair result, especially 
given the fact that R’s 
second goal went in off 
Austin after the ball had 
been diverted on to him 
from the arm of team¬ 
mate Hill, who was blind 
side of the referee in a 
crowded penalty area. 

“It’s very disappointing 
from the point of the 
view that I thought we 
had the game won,” said 
Ramsey. 

“We’ve been very soft 
in the way we’ve 
conceded the two goals, 
although to be fair to 
them, their equaliser is an 
unbelievable strike. 

“From our point of 
view, though, we’ve got 
to learn to manage the 
game more effectively. 

To come away with only 
a point is very 
disappointing.” 

A minute before being 
substituted, Austin was 
unfortunate to see his 
goal-bound effort 
deflected off the line and 
onto the post via the shin 
of a Cardiff defender, 


although Matt Phillips 
and Jay Emmanuel- 
Thomas both 
squandered good 
chances in the last 10 
minutes. 

He added: “I think we 
had enough 

opportunities to win the 
game well before that. 
We should have been 
out of sight. 

“You have to score 
those chances, or at 
least one of them. The 
game would have been 
over. 

“To be fair to Cardiff, 
they got the ball and 
did very well. When 
they’re in their flow, 
you have to allow them 
to do that. 

“But I thought we 
threatened their goal a 
lot more than they did 
ours. When you create 
chances, you’ve got to 
take them.” 

This, Chris, is the 
harsh reality of the 
Championship, where 
clinical finishing is 
almost rarer than a 
logical explanation by 
Jose Mourinho for a 3-0 
Chelsea defeat. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday, August 22 

FULHAM v Huddersfield Town, 3.00 

QPR v Rotherham United, 3.00 

Sunday, August 23 

West Bromwich Albion v CHELSEA 

(live on Sky Sports), 1.30 

Tuesday, August 25 

FULHAM v Sheffield United 

(Capital One Cup 2R), 7.45 

QPR v Carlisle United (Capital One Cup 2R), 7.45 


■ SURREY virtually confirmed promotion 
back to the top sphere of the LV = County 
Championship with a stunning three-wicket 
victory in Essex that moved them to within 
10 points of leaders Lancashire at the top of 
the second division table. 

By declaring on 289 for 9 in their second innings, 
Essex hoped to force a last-day win at Colchester but 
their gamble backfired. 

Instead, it was Surrey’s not out wicketkeeper- 
batsman Gary Wilson and skipper Gareth Barry who 
ultimately steered the visitors to their victory target 
at Castle Park. 

Coming in with just four runs to get from 19 balls 
remaining, Barry hit Panesar to the boundary off the 
first ball of the 80th over as Surrey achieved the win 
with 314 for the loss of seven wickets. 

Earlier, Rory Burns had spearheaded the batting 
attack with 158 in the first innings and followed it 
with 71 in the second, with the more workmanlike 
Arun Harinath also contributing a vital 87. 

Burns and Zafar Ansari got the visitors off to a 
solid start by putting on 95 runs for the first wicket, 
while the fourth and fifth wicket stands of 72 and 92, 
between Jason Roy and Harinath and Harinath and 
Wilson respectively, were equally important against 
Essex’s spin bowlers. 

Surrey go into their next second division 
Championship match, against Gloucestershire at 
Bristol tomorrow (Friday), locked together with 
league leaders Lancashire on almost identical 
records. With four Championship fixtures each left 
to play, both counties have a 7-1-4 win-loss-draw 
record, although Lancs have a slightly superior 
batting and bowling points tally. 

While winning Division Two would cap a good 
season, the most important factor is that Surrey are 
now 54 points clear of third-placed Glamorgan and 
all but assured of promotion as runners-up. 

■ A SOLID team performance with bat and ball 
saw Middlesex beat Sussex by 20 runs in a 
Championship thriller at Lord’s that took them 
to second in the first division table, behind 
undefeated leaders Yorkshire. 

We mentioned last week how Dawid Malan’s 
outstanding scores of 93 and 120 not out had put 
Middlesex - who won the toss and elected to bat - in 
a very healthy position. 

But it was Tim Murtagh, picking up his 500th first- 
class wicket for the county in his benefit year, who 
bowled the match-winning ball on the fourth day of 
an absorbing game. 

Sussex wicketkeeper Brown had advanced to a top- 
score of 68 when he was caught by James Franklin 
off the bowling of Murtagh in the 70th over of the 
visitors’ second innings. 

Murtagh’s fellow bowlers James Harris (four 



Surrey are 
almost back 
in big-time 



■ DAWID Malan was outstanding for Middlesex 
Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


wickets), Toby Roland-Jones (three), Ravi Patel 
(one) and the wicket-less Ollie Rayner all bowled 
economically to restrict Sussex to 245 all out, having 
previously dismissed them for 300 in the first 
innings. 

Middlesex, who have lost just once but drawn six 
in 12 four-day matches this season, begin their next 
Championship match tomorrow (Fri) against 
Durham at Chester-le-Street. 


Mourinho defends Terry switch 


■ Continued from p28 

MUCH of the media 
focus after the clash of 
these two Premier 
League heavyweights 
centred around Jose 
Mourinho's 
controversial decision 
to replace his skipper, 
John Terry, at half¬ 
time with young Kurt 
Zouma. 

Mourinho tried to 
avoid any potential 
criticism of Terry, 
focusing instead on the 
attributes of the young 
Frenchman. 

“Zouma is the fastest 
player I have in my 
defensive line, so when 
you are going to play 
with a high block, you 
have to ask your players 
to bring the defensive 
line up and the fastest 
player has to be on the 
pitch. 


“I had to make a 
choice between John 
and Cahill.” 

Pressed further to 
explain his decision, 
Mourinho reiterated: 
“The objective was not 
to bring John off, it was 
to bring Zouma in, 
because I wanted my 
fastest player on the 
pitch. I know that City 
were going to play on 
the counter-attack and 
play long balls to 
Aguero. And I know I 
wanted my team to be 
dominant and play in 
the opposition’s half.” 

Continuing his 
defence of his skipper, 
Mourinho then tried to 
shift the focus away 
from him and onto the 
Chelsea mangers who 
preceded his return to 
SW6 two season ago. 

“I don’t know if 
journalists asked too 


many questions of Rafa 
Benitez, Andre Villas- 
Boas or Roberto Di 
Matteo - the managers 
who did not play him,” 
he said. 

“I am the one you 
should not ask about 
John. I am the one that 
played John every 
game, who made him 
captain. I recovered 
John from a difficult 
situation with other 
managers. I am the one 
who has the right to 
look at the game and 
say: ‘I want Zouma on 
the pitch’. 

“When, in the 35 th 
minute, I am on the 
touchline and thinking 
and trying to anticipate 
what am I going to say 
to the players at half¬ 
time, what I’m going to 
ask of them, I know 
Zouma has to play. I 
then have to decide who 


to bring out. I decided 
on my captain.” 

But Terry took the 
decision to ‘bench’ him 
in a professional way. 

Mourinho explained: 

“I can tell you that 
when I told him, he was 
not dancing in the 
dressing room. But he 
was not having a bad 
reaction either. He did 
what everyone does. 

The manager says this 
guy comes in and this 
guy comes out. He 
waited for the team to 
go out, then had a 
shower and changed 
and went into the 
bench. It was normal.” 

Mourinho is nothing if 
not optimistic and when 
asked if he could still 
win the title with this 
group of players, his 
one word response was 
simply “Yes.” 

Paul Lagan 
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Ivanovic is 
facing axe 



1 UNDER pressure, Branislav Ivanovic in recent action at Stamford Bridge Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


B RANISLAV Ivanovic is facing the 
axe from the Chelsea starting line¬ 
up at West Bromwich Albion on 
Sunday following indifferent form this 
season, in particular his disastrous 
performance in the 3-0 defeat at 
Manchester City. 

The Serbia defender signed for the Blues in a £9m 
deal from Lokomotiv Moscow in 2008 and has 
featured in all the club’s league and cup glory. 

But the 31-year-old is now under severe pressure to 
retain his right-back slot. 

The expected arrival this week of Baba Rahman 
from German Bundesliga club Augsburg means that 
he will initially battle with Spain defender Cesar 
Azpilicueta for the left-back position. 

If the 21-year-old Ghana international ousts 
Azpilicueta, it will probably be because Jose 
Mourinho has decided he has had enough of Ivanovic 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

Rahman confirmed that he will be a Chelsea player, 
despite not quite having put pen to paper before LWN 
went to press on Monday. He said: “I’m happy to sign 
for one of the biggest clubs in the world.” 

Rahman joined Augsburg from fellow Germans 
SpVgg Greuther Furth in August 2014 and made 31 
appearances for the Bavarian side last season. 

Although Rahman’s fee is expected to be officially 
undisclosed, it will be close to £9m. 


following a comer. 

He was even more 
culpable for the third City 
goal, when he passed 
directly to Fernandinho 
just outside his own area. 
The midfielder took 
delight in the gift and 
rammed home the final 
goal of the game. 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 



Manuel Pellegrini that his side were deserved winners 
Ivanovic’s ageing legs were also put to the test by w ^° cou ^ ^ ave won ^Y a clearer margin, 
the pacy Raheem Sterling, whose repeated bursts to The result was unfair, suggested Mourinho. In the 
the byeline created problems for the retreating Chelsea ^ rst t * ie ^ est team was winning. In the second 


back four. 

Mourinho confirmed Rahman could be in contention 
to face West Brom at The Hawthorns on Sunday. He 


half, the best team was Chelsea. 

We did not score but when it was still 1-0 in the 
second half, if you felt they would score two goals 


said: “I don’t know if he has signed yet. But I know des P) te that we were on to P> y° u would sa y that was 
we were working on that deal and that we are very tmfoir. 


close. He has had a medical already but I don’t have 
the OK that he has signed yet. 


Torn apart 

The urgent need for competition for places in 
defence has never been greater. After Ivanovic was 
yellow-carded against Manchester City on Sunday, he 
was torn apart by City’s early onslaught. 

rnuunmw uaa ucuucu uc uaa uau wwut:.i ui ivauviviv He was at fault for the second goal, which effectively , . . ^, , . , , „ 

, & , . , , , . ^ , , , „ -rr and we need to restore that balance m the squad, 

and will move Azpilicueta to his more natural right- ended the match, when he allowed Vincent Kompany ., A . , . . , .. , 

r ° r J Mniirmhn rp.tiitprl r.I aims hv Mann.np.stp.r l itv h 

to get the jump on him to score from a glancing header 


They were in control in the first half, created 
chances but we were also very comfortable. But 


“It’s important we sign him because he is a left-back, defensively, we were quite fragile. 

He can compete with Azpilicueta, who in turn, because the second half, I think everything changed. We 
he is a right-back too, can compete with Ivanovic for brought our defensive line into the midfield line, we 
the right-back position. So this player replaces Felipe pressed them and controlled them and had chances in 
Luis, who returned to Atletico Madrid in the summer the spaces we created. 

“City could not cope with that. I don’t think anybody 


back berth. 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


By TONY MCDONALD 


Fulham pay the penalty 


T HE poor defending that 
cost Fulham so dearly last 
season came back to haunt 
them again in Saturday's 2-1 
home defeat by Brighton. 

Sam Baldock looked like he was 
enjoying a stroll in nearby Bishops 
Park as he moved beyond static 
Whites'central defender Nikolay 
Bodurov and on to a low, harmless- 
looking cross to open the scoring 
on the half-hour mark. 

Tom Cairney celebrated his home 
debut for Whites by equalising 
with an exquisite left-foot finish 
that curled in off the crossbar to 
make it 1-1 just before halftime. 

But then Fulham shot themselves 
in the foot again. In the third 
minute of time added on and with 
the game heading for a draw, 
Shaun Hutchinson recklessly 
chopped Kazenga LuaLua down 
on the 18-yard line, enabling 
Tomer Hemed to calmly grab the 
winner from the penalty spot. 


"I've got no argument with the 
award of the penalty but I'm not 
very happy with the defending to 
give it away,"said Fulham manager 
Kit Symons. 

"Hutch knows it was a rash 
challenge that we didn't need at 
that stage of the game. LuaLua had 
toed it away and it was going out 
for a goal-kick. It's hard to stop 
yourself once you're committed 
but it wasn't what we needed." 

After a disappointing first-half 
display, Fulham were much 
improved in the second 45 
minutes. 

"First half we were poor, they 
were the better team," agreed 
Symons. "We rode our luck and 
weathered the storm and were 
lucky to go in at 1 -1 but, arguably, 
we could have gone in at 2-1, 
because Matty (Smith) hit the post 
in the dying embers of the first 
half. 

"I told the players we needed to 


up the tempo and buck up our 
ideas and in the second half it 
looked like we were the only team 
who were going to win it. They 
made their changes to try and 
shore it up for a point and we got 
caught with a classic sucker punch. 
Two defensive mistakes led to the 
two goals. 

Get going 

"The fans haven't had an awful 
lot to cheer about for the last few 
years now but you could really feel 
them start to get going in the 
second half as we were building 
momentum. They were getting 
right behind us. I'd have been 
disappointed coming off with a 
draw, so to lose it.. 

While Symons bemoaned poor 
defending, it has to be said that 
Smith might have had a hat-trick 
but for wayward finishing with his 
head. 

Asked what the latest was on the 


Mourinho refuted claims by Manchester City boss wil1 misunderstand me if I say, in my opinion, we 

played well. They felt the danger from us. They made 
their first change to get back control of the game and 
the second one was a defensive one. Everyone knows 
at that moment that 1-0 is the result they want to keep, 
and they were finding it a trouble to keep. 

“So the second goal is completely out of context. But 
it was our mistake and we were punished for that, and 
the third goal which was also our mistake. We could 
not capitalise in the second half.” 

Was Mourinho concerned about the performance of 
his defence? 

“You can't compare this game with the previous one 
against Swansea. I don’t like to speak just about the 
defence, but all the players. 

“But yes, when the game started and 10 seconds later 
you have Aguero behind our defensive line and 
straight onto B ego vie, that was due to our fragility - 
but that’s football. 

“I changed the defensive line to push further up. We 
played in their half. They created nothing, no long 
balls, everything was under control.” 

Mourinho refused to accept that Blues’ start to the 
season - they have not won a game, even in pre¬ 
season - is a consequence of a poor defence. Asmir 
B ego vie had to pull off three fine saves in the first half 
to deny a rampant City attack. 

“Against Arsenal in the Community Shield they were 
better than us in the defensive area - no problem, they 
scored a beautiful goal. But I did not see any problems 
defensively against Swansea,” he said. 

“They had a penalty and with 10-men we defended 
very well, too. And against City, in the second half, we 
controlled the game.” 

Asked if that was the worst 45 minutes of his 
Chelsea career from a defensive point of view, 
Mourinho paused to consider and said: “Defensively? 
I don’t know. But we were poor in the first half.” 


transfer front, Symons replied: 
"We're very close to a couple but 
until they're done I won't name 
names. We're very, very close to 
one and hopefully close to another 
as well. 

"We're looking at several players 
at the moment. We're looking to 
strengthen in areas I feel need 
strengthening." 

After last night's visit to Hull City, 
Fulham have back-to-back home 
games against Huddersfield Town 
on Saturday, followed by Sheffield 
United in the Capital One Cup next 
Tuesday. 

■ ON a brighter note, Ross 
McCormack, last season's top 
scorer following his £11 m move 
from Leeds United, has signed a 
one-year contract extension to 
stay at Craven Cottage until the 
summer of 2019. 

Goalkeeper Marcus Bettinelli, 23, 
has signed a new four-year deal. 


■ MOURINHO DEFENDS TERRY DECISION 
- PAGE 27 


WHY CHARLIE AUSTIN HAS TO GO - page 27 

















